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Could you use a little extra “Green?” | Do you need a Change of Address?

CHANGE OF ADDRESS FORM

Please use this form to register your change of address
for the National News and mail to the Home Office. Upon

RECOMMENDER FORM

As a proud member of NSS Life, now is the best time to
share your experience with family and friends. Best of all,
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Recommender Information:

immediately implement the change. Thank you.

Change of Address Information:
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Address: Certificate #: Assembly #:
City: State: Zip: New Address:

Prospect Information: City: State: Zip:
Name: Phone: Phone: Email:

Address: Former Address:
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Activities At A Glance

REGION 2 Assemblies LO75, 0617
April 16 Assembly 0617, Meeting, Pierce Street Deli, Kingston, PA at 100 pm
April 30 Assembly LO75, St. Frances Kitchen fundraiser
May 9 Region 2, Grotto Pizza, 337 Wyoming Valley Mall, Wilkes-Barre, Pa at 2:00 pm
May 10 Assembly LO75, Join Hands Day, KOC Hall in Pittston, PA at Noon
May 17 Assembly LO75, Old Forge Softball Golf Tournament (TBA)
August 2 Assembly LO75, Summer Picnic, Mercatili Segilia Park, Moosic, PA at 1:00 pm
August 13 Assembly 0617, Fraternal Day, Knoebels at 12:30 pm
September 21 Assembly LO75 Montage Ski Patrol Golf Tournament
October 10 Assembly LO75, Meeting, Grandes Restaurant, Moosic, PA at 1:00 pm

REGION 5 Assemblies 0039, 0100, L105, 0108, 0123, L161, 0377, 0434, 0441, 0588, 0731, 0737, 0774
April 1 Assembly 0123, Bingo, VA Hospital, Pittsburgh, PA at 3:00 pm
April 13 Assembly 0588, Meeting, Stefka residence, Gibsonia, PA at 5:00 pm
April 18 Assembly 0100, Meeting, Chojnicki residence, Spraggs, PA at 1:30 pm
May 15-16 Annual Joint Bowling Tournament, Hollywood Casino at the Meadows, Washington, PA
June 7 Assembly 0039, Meeting/BBQ, Columbia Association Picnic Pavilion at 1:00pm
June 7 Assembly 0377, Meeting/Picnic, Richardson Park, Bentleyville, PA at 3:00 pm
June 14-18 NSS 39th Quadrennial Convention, Sawmill Creek Resort, Huron, OH
July 16 Region 5, NSS Slovak Day at Kennywood Amusement Park, West Mifflin, PA
July 17-19 NSS National Golf Tournament, Kensington Golf Course, Canfield, OH
July 31 Assembly 0731, Mahoning Valley Scrappers game, Eastwood Field in Niles

September 13
September 14
September 26
November 9
November 28
December 5
December 6
December 13

Assembly 0377, Meeting, Sesame Gourmet, McMurray, PA at 3:00 pm

Assembly 0588, Meeting, Stefka residence, Gibsonia, PA at 5:00 pm
Septemberfest, NSS Heritage Museum, McMurray, PA

Assembly 0588, Meeting, Stefka residence, Gibsonia, PA at 5:00 pm

Christmas Around the World, NSS Heritage Museum, McMurray, PA

Assembly 0039, Columbia Association Social Hall starting at 2:00 pm.

Assembly 0377, Christmas Party, Hugo's Restaurant, Brownsville, PA at 3:00 pm
Assembly 0731, Christmas Party, Boardman Park's Elton Beard Cabin at 3:00 pm

REGION 8 Assemblies 0004, 0070, 0160, 0432, 0595
April 12 Assembly 0070, Meeting, Dr. Martin Luther Church, Brooklyn, OH at 11:00 am
April 15 Region #8, Meeting, Dr. Martin Luther Lutheran Church, Brooklyn, OH at 6:00 pm
REGION 14 Assemblies R059, L102
April 23 Assembly L102, "Who dunnit " dinner theater, Fellowship Manor
April 25 Region 14, Meeting, Home Office Officers, Time-location TBA.
April 25 Assembly L102, Matching Funds, Nova Medical Services
AT LARGE Assemblies L002, RO19, L0O40, 0110, 0236, 0267, 0381, 0554, 0568, 0586, 0705, 0800, 0813
April 12 Assembly 0705, Meeting, Buck Home, Seelyville, IN at 1:00 pm
April 18 Assembly 0813, The 4th Annual CSS Wine Pull, Dothan, AL
May 17 Assembly 0705, Meeting, Buck Home, Seelyville, IN at 1:00 pm
July 11 Assembly 0705, Butwin Family Reunion, Fraternal Activity Fund
August 30 Assembly 0705, Meeting, Buck Home, Seelyville, IN at 1:00 pm
October 25 Assembly 0705, Meeting, Buck Home, Seelyville, IN at 1:00 pm
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The President's Page...

Joseph Stefka, Jr., FIC, President, CEO
Email: jstefka@nsslife.org

In April, the landscape in the Pitts-
burgh area begins to renew itself after
the winter season. Spring flowers begin
to grow, the grass turns green, the
trees sprout leaves, and the daylight
hours increase each day, bringing more
sunshine. April provides a welcome
sight following the cold, gray months of
winter.

Some dates to remember in April
include Good Friday on April 3rd,
Easter on April 5th, Federal Tax Day on
April 15th, Earth Day on April 22nd,
and Administrative Professional Day on
April 22nd.

As the celebration of Easter occurs
on April bth, on behalf of the Executive
Officers, the Board of Directors, the
Home Office Staff, and my family, |
would like to wish each of you a Bless-
ed and Happy Easter as you gather
with your families for the holiday. The
Home Office will be closed for business
on Friday, April 3rd, and Monday, April
6th, so that our Home Office Staff may
enjoy the holiday with their families.
The Home Office will open for business
on Tuesday, April 7th.

A reminder that Federal Taxes are
due by April 15th. This is also the last
day to contribute to your current NSS
IRA Annuity or open a new one for
2025. The Optimum 3 Annuity has a
three-year guaranteed rate of 4.00%,
the Preferred 8 Annuity has a first-year
bonus rate of 7.00%, and the Preferred
5 Annuity has a first-year bonus rate of
6.00 %. With bank CD rates continuing
to decline below 4%, our NSS Annu-
ities offer great rates and the advantage
of tax-deferred growth! Contact your
agent or Joe Elliott at the Home Office.

By the time this issue reaches you, all NSS Assemblies and Regions will
have selected their delegates to the 39th Quadrennial Convention. Delegates
selected by the Executive Officers to serve on Convention Committees will have
received letters of appointment. During April, the Committee on Budget and
Finances and the Committee on Constitution and Bylaws will meet at the Home
Office to begin their work. Delegates seeking to be elected as Directors must
submit their resume and credentials by April 15th to Secretary-Treasurer/CFO
John Payerchin for the Committee on Nominations to review.

May Art Contest

The deadline for submitting entries for the May Art Contest to the Home
Office is May 31st. This is your chance to put your artistic talent on display. The
contest again includes an adult category. Assembly officers, please encourage your
Assembly’s adult and youth members to participate in the contest. All entrants
will receive an NSS Life T-shirt. Please check the rules for the contest located
elsewhere in this issue. The entries are judged by an outside art professional.

PVR Scholarship

Attention, high school seniors planning to continue your education: the
deadline to apply for the PVR Scholarship is May 1st. Guidelines were included
in the previous issues of the National News. Please complete the PVR Scholar-
ship application and submit it by the deadline. This is an opportunity to obtain
additional funding to help with your college expenses. If you have not requested
an application and are interested in applying, please contact NSS Member and
Community Engagement Director Bethany Bonnar at 412-770-2093 or by email
at bbonnar@nsslife.org. Time is running out to take advantage of this important
fraternal benefit!

Bowling Tournament

The Joint Slovak Fraternal Bowling Tournament will be held at the Holly-
wood Casino Lanes at the Meadows in Washington, Pennsylvania, on May 15
- 16, 2026. The entry form has been published in the National News, and the
final entry date is April 13th. You still have time to get a team together and
enter for a weekend of fun and fraternalism!

News of Narodniars

Special April Birthday wishes to my daughter, Ashley Bernardo, to NSS
Directors Keith Kucherawy and Drew Wesnak, former NSS Director Bill Knoll,
Home Office Staff Members Bethany Bonnar, Krista Freund, Lisa Shriver, and
Sue Urcho, to Rudy Ondrejco, Jeff Lavin, Alexa Woods, Chloe Woods, and to all
others celebrating a birthday in April!

Best wishes to my wife, Annette, for a speedy and complete recovery from
the recent surgery to repair a torn Achilles tendon. Thank you to everyone who
has reached out to her with prayers and support.

Happy wedding anniversary wishes to all NSS couples celebrating in April!

www.nsslife.org | NSS LIFE



Secretary-Ireasurer's Page
y

John Payerchin, Secretary-Treasurer/CFO
Email: jpayerchin@nsslife.org

Fraternal Greetings!

Wishing a Happy Easter to our
members, staff, advisors, fellow
fraternalists, and their families. April
has arrived quickly this year. As we
wrap up the first quarter of 2026, our
Controller Donna Tenney, along with the
accounting department and advisors
from H2R CPA, AQS, and Miller-New-
berg, successfully finished the 2025
annual statement before the March 1st
deadline. The details and commentary
are posted below.

At this writing, financial results
are coming in for insurers, commer-
cial, fraternal and mutual. The results
are uniformly underwhelming but not
entirely unexpected. To quote German/
American architect, Ludwig Mies Van
Der Rohe and more recently of note,
Ross Perot, “the devil is in the details”.
It is worth looking more deeply to un-
derstand the dynamics of this business.

The Evolution of the
Industry

Nearly a decade ago, Private
Equity (PE) funds began acquiring and
consolidating smaller commercial life
insurers. This influx of PE investment
capital compelled commercial compa-
nies to pursue significant growth, often
resulting in rate offerings reminiscent
of those seen in the 1980s. Driven by
private equity ownership focused solely
on profitability, these firms have uti-
lized a wide array of financial vehicles,
including offshore subsidiaries oper-
ating under more lenient (sometimes
significantly more) regulatory frame-
works compared to the US. The NSS is

domiciled in Pennsylvania and governed by Pennsylvania state laws. Our invest-
ment policy is more conservative than required by regulations. All this is done to
protect our members’ investment. When investments fail to meet expectations,
PE investors typically move on to the next investment, treating each transaction
as a business decision rather than a personal commitment to policyholders. In
contrast, at NSS and other fraternal insurers, managing members’ funds is a
deeply personal responsibility - many of our employees and their families also
invest here. These factors steer fraternal organizations to generally avoid under-
taking the types of risks that commercial entities influenced by PE are com-
pelled to assume.

Commitment to Member Fairness

Our personal investment in both our organization and membership guides
us to prioritize the long-term financial health of NSS while delivering competi-
tive and equitable returns to our members. Accordingly, we have credited higher
rates to our policies relative to our portfolio income than has been the case
historically, leading to a reduction in profit margins, which ultimately resulted
in 2025 as a net income loss for NSS for the first time in over two decades -
including during the financial crisis.

Portfolio Developments and Risk Management

Beginning in 2017, our asset manager, AQS Asset Management, informed
the Investment Committee and Board that our traditional conservative strategies
- such as a focus on corporate and agency bonds - were insufficient for achiev-
ing competitive growth and policyholder returns. After thorough analysis, we
adopted a revised strategy that incorporated both familiar investments and lim-
ited allocations to new asset classes, including asset-backed securities, private
credit, and commercial bridge loans. These assets performed well but intro-
duced proportional risk; consequently, in 2025, some holdings were impaired,
resulting in portfolio losses in addition to operational losses. Nonperforming
loans and bonds were appropriately written down to reflect a value that is less
than what we invested. While this marks a first for NSS, it reflects the evolving
environment in which we, and all other fraternals currently operate.

The Path Forward

Through strategic planning, adaptation remains a constant at NSS Life. For
136 years, through two World Wars, the Great Depression, the Great Recession,
a global pandemic, and ongoing geopolitical uncertainty, NSS has provided
stability for our members and their families. We remain committed to upholding
this legacy of reliability: Family Matters.

== SAWMILL CREEK,:"
T5 L
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2025 ANNUAL FINANCIAL STATEMENT RECAP

NATIONAL SLOVAK SOCIETY OF THE USA e Comparative Statement of Financial Condition for 2025 & 2024

Balance Sheet Comparison

| Assets December 31, 2025 December 31, 2024 Difference

Bonds 1 b93,217,849 1,5689,987,820 . 3,230,029

Preferred Stocks 10,730,382 6,059,782

Common Stocks 129439758 2,362,452

Mortgage Loans on Real Estate & . 1697353%: 9,786,448

Real Estate 31566200 (67,995)

Cash/Short Term Investments &~~~ 25848932: 41,3! . (15,509,591)

Contract Loans b o77,918 1,'(.)”45,317.“ . 32,596

Other Invested Assets . b0b54023: 6,2 (1,145,977)

Investment Income Due & Accrued & 17880628: (1,086,361)

Premiums & Considerations 137,242 29,576

Aggregate Write-in 0

TOTAL Assets . %1,839,783960: $3,690,959

Percentage Change YeartoYear L 02%

Liabilities ; Difference
.Ag‘gregate Reserves e 1660,312630 8 1,648,664,000 . 11,648,630
.Ag‘gregate Reserves for Deposit Type Account§ ..................... 59,'8.24‘,“255 ..................... 59,{}.26,015.“ . 398,240

Contract Claims: Life R 5 ‘,NOOO ..................... 175,000

Policyholder Dividends R 1,'{1'.55‘,.‘000 ..................... 125,000

Interest Maintenance Reserve R 4,309,064: 4,3 . (77,817)

Commissions e b95000: 525,000 . (30,000)

General Expenses Due or Accruved & . 260680: (25,150)

Amounts Withheld 33647 . (3,394)

Asset Valuation Reserve 19,669,800 : (5,801,800)

Total Liabilities Excluding Separate Accounts ¢ $1,743,429,446: ($6,408,709)

Surplus Contribution R 150,000 0

Surplus B N $96,204,514 : ($2,717,750)

TOTAL Liabilities s . 783,960 : $3,690,959

Solvency Ratio S S 105.53% : ...

Income Statement Comparison

 Income December 31, 2025 December 31, 2024 Difference
Premiums S 211968858 : 231,844,603 (19,885,745)
Net Investment Income s 90,4578%0: 89,5 2 957,128
Amortization of IMR H 674,297 : 699,659 : (25,362)
TOTAL Income e $303,091,045: $322,045,024 : ($18,953,979)

Expenses December 31, 2025 December 31, 2024 ; Difference

Death Benefits 17 B24 767 13,781,141 3,843,626
ANNUItY BENEFILS e 208080029 866,504
Matured Endowments e OO100& 42,584
Disability BENETItS e SO 0
Surrender Benefits & Withdrawals & . 8/9048: 118,155
Interest and AdJUSIMENES e L2ATAZ 8,566
Increase in Reserves R 11,648630: (17,323,370)
Commissions R 5041,143: (421,982)
General Insurance/Fraternal Expenses & 13621346: 565,558
Taxes, Licenses/Fees H 470,845 : 604, H (133,424)
TOTAL Expenses e $303,427,393 T $315,§61,17§N: ($12,433,783)
Net Ga‘in from Operations Before Div'i‘('j‘ends ................... (33 ,‘348) ..................... 61 8 (6,520,196)
Didends (1,409,108 (1,293,903) (115,295)
Net Gain after Dividends I ($1,745546) : $4,8 ($6,635,491)
Net Realized Gain/Losses Transferred toIMR & (7,624,464): 500,598 (8,125,062)
Net Income ($9,370,0100;: 3 ($14,760,553)
Capital and Surplus Account
' Capital and Surplus ;
Capital & Su'r”p'l‘us Year Prior B 99,072,264 94,858,419
Net Income CurrentYear R (9,370,010) 5,390,543
Change in Unrealized Capital Gains (Losses) B (1,457,266) 1,210,152
Change in Ng'r‘l:Admitted Assets 2,307,726 1,202,650
Change in Asset Valuation Reserve 5,801,800 : (3,589,500)
Net Change in Capital & Surplus . ($2,717,750) : $4,213,845
CAPITALANDSURPLUS o $96,354,514 : $99,072,264
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QUADRENNIAL
H39m CONVENTION

Convention Fees
Adult Delegate Free!
Non-Delegate Adult NSS Member $700.00
Non-Delegate Adult Guest $800.00
Youth Delegate Free!
Youth “Funfest” Guest Participant $225.00
Youth NSS Member (No Activities Included) $130.00
Youth Guest (No Activities Included) $175.00

CONVENTION FUNDRAISER
ALZHEIMER’S ASSOCIATION

Donation Checks can be made Payable to: NSS Life

Please include “Convention Donation - Alzheimer’s Association” in the Memo
Line - Mail to 1301 Ashwood Drive, Canonsburg, PA 15317

A total check of all funds raised and donated will be presented to the Alzheimer’s

FRATERNAL
FRATERNAL  cepps
FUN FOR THE  POINTym

WHOLE FAMILY! |/
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Current Interest Rates
* Effective February 1, 2026 *

Optimum 3 - 4.00%
NCW Pl‘ efel‘ r ed S = 6 o 00 O/ 0 >k(For First Year Only)
New Preferred 8 - 7.00%* for Firstvear 0nty)

Existing Preferred 5 - 3.75% ¢ Existing Preferred 8 - 4.00%
(Preferred 7 and Flex earning 4.00%, these plans are no longer available.)

Please contact your NSS Life financial service representative or

Joe Elliott in the Home Office at 1-800-488-1890.

___________________________________________________________________

2025 Annuity Contribution Coupon

Don't miss out on the opportunity to contribute to your 2025 IRA! You have until Tax Day,
April 15, 2026, to make your contribution and potentially reduce your taxable income.

Certificate No. Deposit Amount
Traditional IRA for 2025 Roth IRA for 2025

If you wish to make a deposit into an existing account with the National Slovak Society (NSS
Life), simply complete this coupon and return it with check payment to our Home Office.

___________________________________________________________________

Why do Americans own life insurance?

The TOP FIVE REASONS Americans give for owning life insurance are:

Cover burial and Transfer wealth or Help replace lost wages/  Pay off the Supplement
final expenses leave an inheritance  income of a wage earner mortgage retirement income

1
1
1
1
1
1
]
1
1
1
Name ]
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1

More than HALF of consumers say their loved ones would turn to the
proceeds of their life insurance policy to pay basic living expenses
should the primary wage earner die unexpectedly.
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From the
Sales Department...

Greg Felton, CLU, ChFC, Sales Director
Email: gfelton@nsslife.org

Life Insurance not
Death Insurance

Statistics say that people want and need
life insurance. For a variety of reasons, they
have not yet bought some. Rather than talk
about the death benefit, a permanent life in-
surance purchase can provide your family with
income, or supplement a worry- free retirement,
or pay for long term care, or create tax-free
money in later years. How is all this possible?
The cost of a $250,000 whole life policy at
age 35 is $250 per month. At retirement age
this plan has a cash value or lump sum of
$100,000+ and can buy a lifetime income of
around $600 per month. Or $1,000 a month
for the next ten years. Or the funds can be
used to pay for long-term care. Life insurance
is probably the greatest financial product ever
devised. It is called “life” insurance because
it is for the living. That is who is going to use
the money. The possibilities are endless. We
can design a plan to fit any budget or situa-
tion. Call your local NSS representative for
more information. Or call the home office and
ask for Joe Elliott, we will be glad to help you.

Roth Up to $236,000

This is the maximum adjusted income
for a couple filing a joint return to earn and
still qualify for a Roth IRA. Above this amount
the Roth gets phased out. The Roth is not
tax-deductible but this beautiful program
from the IRS can provide tax-free earnings
and withdrawals in the long run. Everyone
working should consider this program as
part of their long-term strategy. For younger
people a Roth can allow principal withdraw-
als if needed while avoiding the 10% early
withdrawal penalty. For older clients the Roth
may allow you to access funds and not pay
taxes. Too much income from retirement may
affect the taxation of your Social Security

payments along with Medicare premiums. The
census data from 2023, says that only 15%
of couples earn more than $200,000 a year.
Therefore, at least 85% of couples should be
OK with this threshold. Open a Roth IRA now
and enjoy the freedom of tax-free money in
the future.

Time Value of Money

This is a simple theory to grasp. The
sooner you start saving money the better off
you will be. Albert Einstein said that com-
pound interest is the eighth wonder of the
world. He who understands it earns it. He who
does not, pays it. A very simple explanation
compares two people. One age 35, who puts
$1,000 a year ($83/month) into our annui-
ty for 30 years will have $61,000+ in their
account at current rates. Another person, age
35, decides to wait ten years and then put
$1,000 a year into their account from age
45 to age 65. They will have $32,000+ in
the account. This is almost half of the other
account, yet they paid in 2/3 of the depos-
its. Starting early, being consistent with your
savings and discipline will help on the road to
financial independence. The old adage, “the
early bird gets the worm.” It is especially true
when talking about earning interest as soon as
possible.

“What ‘Matters To Me”
A Program for NSS Life
Agents

You probably know that at NSS Life,
“Family Matters” to us. A huge part of our
NSS Life family is our agents. Across the
country, our dedicated agents share our story
and help families protect their financial fu-
tures. Because of this special connection, we
want to learn more about “What Matters” to
our agents!”

Beginning in 2026, at the end of every
month the NSS Home Office will randomly
select one agent who has brought in business
in the last month. This agent will be given the
opportunity to select a charitable organization/
non-profit to receive a $250.00 donation from
NSS Life! We encourage the winner to select a
charity that aids in a cause that “matters” to
them! Through this, we hope to bring our NSS
Life family even closer together through our
shared commitment to giving back. Check out
our first two winners to the right!

Thought For The Month:
Here are todays to-do list.
1. Smile 2. Don't sweat the small stuff’
3. Think positive 4. Inspire 5. Love
6. Be grateful 7. Be happy
Author Unknown

What Matters to

Michael Saracino
January Winner

NSS Life agent Michael Saracino
from Pennsylvania was selected as the
first winner of the “What Matters to Me”
program! Michael selected the Alliance
to Cure Cavernous Malformation as the
recipient of the $250.00 donation from
NSS Life. When asked why this cause
matters to him, Michael said “When
someone close to me was diagnosed with
a cavernous malformation, there was
little information available about the dis-
ease or options for treatment. Since its
founding in 2002, the Alliance to Cure
Cavernous Malformation has worked
tirelessly to facilitate research address-
ing diagnostic and treatment needs. The
organization also provides a wealth of
educational information, support, and
advocacy for individuals affected by the
disease and their loved ones.”

What Matters to
Missy Ferencik

February Winner

NSS Life agent Missy Ferencik from
Ohio was the lucky winner of the “What
Matters to Me Program” for February!
Melissa selected the Grove City Area Pet
Rescue to receive the $250.00 donation
from NSS Life. This organization matters
to Missy because “The Grove City Area
Pet Rescue is a charity and cause near
and dear to me as an animal lover and
also as someone who has adopted 3
wonderful feline companions, Nelson,
Mittens, and TJ, over the past 10 years.
It is run by wonderful volunteers who go
above and beyond and use personal re-
sources to take in many cats and kittens,
some with multiple immediate health
needs. | feel they do everything to give
each animal a fighting chance along with
showing love to many that may never find
homes.” Check out her furry friends below!
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’I‘he Community COI‘HCI‘ to announce that we will be supporting Canger Sgrwces, an orgamzahon that
provides resources and support to cancer patients in Huron, Ohio and the sur-

Bethany Bonnar, rounding area! At the convention, our youth members as part of the “FunFest”
Member & Community Engagement Director will be putting together care packages for current cancer patients supported
Email: bbonnar@nsslife.org by Cancer Services. We are asking members like you to help us complete these

- packages through monetary donations to purchase items for the care packages!
’ If you are interested in donating, checks can be made payable to “NSS Life”
and must include “Cancer Care Kits” in the memo line. | cannot wait to see
the impact we can make together! We are also looking for volunteers for the
FunFest! Please contact myself at bbonnar@nsslife.org if you are interested in
applying to be a volunteer!

2026 National Bowling Tournament

Let me “get the ball rolling” on a fun time by telling you about the 2026
National Bowling Tournament! Don’t “spare” a moment and sign up to join us
on Friday May 15th and Saturday May 16th at the Hollywood Casino at the
Meadows in Washington Pennsylvania. Friday night will be full of fun with team
competition and a buffet dinner! Saturday morning will wrap up the festivities

Spring is a time when new life with doubles competition and a delicious lunch! You don’t have to be a compet-
comes popping up everywhere outside! itive bowler to take part in this event! | like to say that our NSS teams may not
| am happy to say that new things always have the highest scores, but we do have the most fun, I'll admit | might
are popping up here at NSS Life too!  be a little bit biased! Entry forms are due by April 13th, so don’t “strike out” and
Check out our newest Fraternal Pro- miss this great time!

gram called “What Matters to Me”

which is an exclusive program for NSS .

Life Agents, and see below for some 2026‘2027 PVR SChOlarShlPS

new information about exciting member At NSS Life, we understand the financial burden that higher education can
programs and events! have on families and students alike. That's why we have the PVR Scholarship

to help support the next generation of learners. The deadline to submit a PVR
Scholarship application for the 2026-2027 school year is quickly approaching!
Don't let your 2026 grad pass up the opportunity to receive $2,400 in scholar-
ship for their higher education or trade school degree! To qualify for the scholar-
ship, the applicant must be the insured party on an active life insurance policy
or the annuitant on an active annuity with NSS Life. The minimum amount for
life insurance is $10,000 of permanent insurance and the minimum of annuity
® deposits is $5,000. Not sure if your grad qualifies? Reach out to the NSS Home
o Office at 724-731-0094 to find out and request an application! Thanks to gen-
Y erous donations from our members and assemblies, we have added an additional
¥ 3 perpetual scholarships beginning this year! Completed applications are due

- by May 1st and can be submitted physically by mailing to 1301 Ashwood Drive,
Canonsburg, PA 15317 OR digitally by emailing bbonnar@nsslife.org.

39th Quadrennial | Art Contest

COIlVCIltiOII Spring happens to be my favorite season because of the beauty that arrives
back into the natural world. | couldn’t think of a better time of year for the

Each month we move closer and NSS Life Art Contest! NSS Life members of all ages are encourages to submit
closer to the 39th Quadrennial Con- their original art creations for the chance to win up to $100 and have their art
vention at Sawmill Creek Resort. | am  featured in a future edition of the National News and online on our NSS Life
sure you can assume the Home Office  Social Media accounts! Share your talents with others by donating your art piece
Staff (specifically my department!) is  to a Pittsburgh Nursing Home. All submissions must be mailed or dropped off
busy with preparations and are ex- to 1301 Ashwood Drive, Canonsburg, PA 15317 by May 31st. See later in this
citedly counting down the days until edition for a complete list of contest rules.
June 14th — 18th. | am happy to share
another exciting project that will take . .
place at the convention. Each conven- SOClal Medla
tion, NSS Life looks for a local charity The easiest way to stay up to date on all the new programs and events with
to support, to give back to the commu- NSS Life is to follow us on social media! That way you never miss a thing! Follow
nity that is so graciously hosting us for us on Instagram (@NationalSlovakSociety), Facebook (@ NSS Life) and LinkedIn
the convention. This year | am excited (@NSS Life) to see the winners and everything else going on with NSS Life!
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NSS Life NATIONAL BOWLING TOURNAMENT
No applications wil A JOINT TOURNAMENT OF GCU, NSS & SLOVAK CATHOLIC SOKOL No applications wil

be ac<.:epted after Meadows Lanes Bowling <> Inside Hollywood Casino at the Meadows, Washington, PA be ac‘_:epted after
April 13,2026 Friday, May 15 & Saturday, May 16, 2026 April 13,2026

Please note: Bowling Fees must accompany this application for the bowlers to be registered in the tournament.
League bowlers must submit a copy of their league average sheet with their application.

BOWLER INFORMATION (LIST CAPTAIN FIRST) GCU TOURNAMENT INFORMATION
Name: Highest Avg. 2024-25 USBC No.
Address: Team:
Please Check Tournament Events Bowler at Left
Phone: Last 4 Digits SS# __ __ Is Submitting Payment for on this Application:
E-mail: (JTeam (TJDoubles (7JSingles
Name: Highest Avg. 2024-25 USBC No.
Address: Team:
Please Check Tournament Events Bowler at Left
Phone: Last 4 Digits SS# __ Is Submitting Payment for on this Application:
E-mail: (TJTeam (7] Doubles [ Singles
Name: Highest Avg. 2024-25 USBC No.
Address: Team:
Please Check Tournament Events Bowler at Left
Phone: Last 4 Digits SS# Is Submitting Payment for on this Application:
E-mail: (JTeam (TJDoubles (7JSingles
Name: Highest Avg. 2024-25 __ USBC No.
Address: Team:
Please Check Tournament Events Bowler at Left
Phone: Last 4 Digits SS# __ Is Submitting Payment for on this Application:
E-mail: (JTeam (7] Doubles [ Singles
Please check one:("J Men’s Events (] Women’s Events DOUBLE & SINGLES EVENTS—SATURDAY, MAY 16
TJiom Jlem
TEAM EVENT—FRIDAY, MAY 15
TI5m ()8 1.
Team Name: 2
(Please place team bowlers in the order they will be bowling.) 1
1 2.
2.
3 Financial Totals for this Application
4, __TeamEvent.................. @$30ea.= §
__ Doubles Event................ @$30ea. = $
Name of your Local USBC:
__Singles Event ................ @$30ea.= §
Association Secretary:
___Reception Guest (Friday)..@ $15 ea. = $
Address:
___Reception Guest (Sat.).....@ $15 ea. = $
Make all Checks or Money Orders payable to: NSS Life
Total Enclosed ~ §
Mail to: NSS Life Fraternal Dept., 1301 Ashwood Drive, Canonsburg, PA15317.
Important: Every Individual and Captain on this entry agrees to relinquish his rights to prize
money if it should be found that any information herein is false.
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Important to All Tournament Entrants

Read Carefully Information Given Below
Rules and Regulations of Annual GCU/NSS Life/SCS Bowling Tournament

1. The Tournament shall be conducted in compliance with the rules and
regulations of the USBC.

2. Allmembers of the NSS Life are eligible to participate in this tournament.

3. All contestants must be members of the NSS Life as of April 15, 2026,
or must have six months premium paid in advance at the time of entry.
New bowlers must have bowled a minimum of 21 games as of March 15,
2026. Bowlers with no average see *7 below.

4, NSS Life adult members are required to maintain a minimum balance of
$300.%% in an annuity or have a permanent life insurance certificate, to qualify
to participate in a NSS Life subsidized sporting event held on a national level
i.e. National Bowling Tournament, National Golf Tournament, etc.

5. The total cost per person for Team & Doubles events shall be:

a. Prize Fee $12.90
b. Bowling Fee $12.90
c. Hospitality Fee $ 6.0
Total Cost (Per Event) $30.°
The total cost per person for Singles event shall be:

a. Prize Fee $14.0
b. Bowling Fee $0.%°
. Hospitality Fee $ 6.
Total Cost (Per Event) $20.%°
Food Function at Lanes Fee (Guest Only Per Event)................ $15.0

*Bowlers must bowl! in both the Team & Double events to be able to
participate in the Singles event.

PRIZE FEE WILL BE RETURNED 100 PERCENT
IN EACH EVENT

At least 1 of 10 of participants in each event will win prizes.

Note: Contestant may win only one cash prize event (gross or net),
whichever cash prize is higher. Excluding special prizes. Awards will be
presented to the Contestants who roll the highest gross and highest actual
net scores in each event.

6. SUBSTITUTES. Bowlers may compete only once in each event.
However, the tournament manager may allow a bowler who has previ-
ously bowled to substitute on a four bowler team when one of its original
entrants is absent. The score of such bowler in the team event rolled
with his entering team must count for all events. No one may bowl in this
tournament except those originally entered before the tournament opens
or such substitutes who may be authorized by the captain of a team or
his appointee provided the individual whose name appears on the entry
blank is unable for sufficient reason to attend the tournament at the time
scheduled. The Bowling Committee shall have power as to the substitutes
that are offered by the captain or his legalized representative, and if ac-
cepted, each substitute must bowl each event under his full name and
only at scheduled time in each event. The substitutes score and handicap
from the said event will be used.

7. Any contestant whose current average as of March 15, 2026, of at
least 21 games is ten pins or more above his highest average from the
previous season must use his current average.

HANDICAP - Handicap (Men) allowed will be 85% of the difference
between 240 and last season’s 2024-2025 highest sanctioned league
average of atleast 21games. Bowlers who have no established average
will use their highest sanctioned league average of at least 21games as
of March 15, 2026. Male bowlers who have no established average for
thisyear or lastyear will be listed as 175 average and will be handicapped
accordingly. If the bowler does not have a sanctioned average over the
lasttwo years, but has competed in the Joint Fraternal Tournament, the
most recent 5 year history from the Joint Fraternal Tournaments will be
used. Male bowlers with an average over 240 will receive no handicap
and will bowl scratch in the tournament.

Handicap (Women) allowed will be 85% of the difference between
200 and last season’s 2024-2025 who have no established average

will use their highest sanctioned league average of at least 21 games
as of March 15, 2026. Female bowlers who have no established aver-
age for this year or last year will be listed as 150 average and will be
handicapped accordingly. If the bowler does not have a sanctioned
average over the last two years, but has competed in the Joint Frater-
nal Tournament, the most recent 5 year history from the Joint Fraternal
tournaments will be used. Female bowlers with an average over 200
will receive no handicap and will bowl scratch in the tournament.

Under no circumstances will handicaps be increased after participant
has bowled.

Contestants in this tournament are not required to report any tourna-
ment prize winnings for the previous 12-month period.

8. FALSIFYING AVERAGES - PENALTY - The team captain is responsible
for reporting all averages of the individual team members, and they are
responsible to him. Should the Tournament Committee find at any time
that the averages have been falsified, the team shall forfeit all claims for
prize money as well as their entry fee and will be subject to disqualification
and suspension from organized bowling.

All prize winners are subject upon request to submit an affidavit of cor-
rect league averages.

9. Rerating of Bowlers - According to USBC Rule No. 319 A-E, bowlers
may be rerated by the Tournament Committee.

10. All entry applications and bowling fees are to be sent directly to:
NSS Life Bowling Tournament, 1301 Ashwood Drive, Canonsburg, PA
15317 not later than April 13, 2026. Rule 310-A2 is in effect.

11. Bowlers who participate in tournament games must be dressed in
a presentable manner to appear before public and when possible to use
an emblem attached to shirt or dress so that participant can be identified.

12. NO MONEY WILL BE REFUNDED. All prize fee money will be paid
in prizes.

13. Inthe Doubles contest the names of both members of the team must
be given, because entries with the word “Partner” will not be accepted.
Entry blanks so compiled will be returned and the entry money retained
until proper blank is received. If both entrants in the Doubles event ap-
pear when scheduled, it is understood that they must bowl as they have
been entered on the original entry blank and no change in position will
be allowed at any time after entry blank has been filed.

14. Assignment of Alleys - The Tournament Committee will make up
the alley assignments for all entrants in the Doubles and Team Events.
Bowlers are required to report fully 30 minutes prior to the time they are
scheduled to bowl.

Captains of teams must report their line-up is present at least 30 minutes
before scheduled to bowl.

15. Bowlers entered in the Singles Event will use the combined score
of both their Team and Doubles events as their Singles Event score.

16. Ateam may use a name otherthan its league name fortournament entry
without the payment of additional membership dues as formerly required.

17. Failure to use the correct average shall disqualify score if submitted
averageislowerthan correctaverage thereby resulting in alower classification
or more handicap. Prize winnings shall be based on the submitted average if
it is higher than the correct average. However, corrections in averages may
be permitted up to the completion of the first game of a series. Bowlers must
include a copy of their league average sheet with their application.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CALL
NSS LIFE MEMBER AND COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT DIRECTOR
BETHANY BONNAR - (412) 770-2093
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Paper Roll Hyacinths

Supplies:

e Paper towel roll

Tissue paper

Glue

Green paper

Scissors

(You can cut your paper towel roll in
half or use a toilet paper roll.)

Directions:

1. Glue or tape a piece of green paper to the length of a paper
roll. Wrap the piece of green paper around the paper roll and
attach again with tape or glue. You can trim off any excess
paper and use it for leaves later.

2. Tear or cut tissue paper into smaller pieces.

3. Crumble the tissue paper into smaller pieces and glue to the
paper roll. Work in sections by adding glue to a large area
and then adding crumbled pieces of paper. Once the glue is
covered, move to another area. Cover about 2/3 of the paper
roll with tissue paper to make the flowers.

4. Cut two leaves from remaining green paper and glue to the
bottom of each paper roll. Fold the leaves a little at the end
and attach them inside the bottom of the paper roll first and
then add a little glue on the outside to attach at the bottom,
so that the leaves comes out a little from the flower. Congrat-
ulations you now have a beautiful Hyacinth flower.

Finish

Help the little girl reach
the Easter bunny

Find 7 Differences between
the two photos

s

Hidden Objects at the Dog

SNE

bacon
- Envelope
candie lolipop ~ Pontbrush
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Fire Breathing Dragon Craft

Supplies:

e 1 Paperroll

e 1 piece construction paper

e 2 Pom poms approx 1 inch

e 2 Pom poms approx 3/8 inch

e 2 Googly eyes approx 1/2 inch

e 3 scraps tissue paper red, yellow and orange
e Pair of scissors
e Glue stick
e Glue gun or glue dots

Cut a piece of construction paper to be the exact length of
your paper roll. Spread glue from a glue stick onto one side of
the paper. Line up the ends of the paper with the ends of the
paper roll, then wrap the paper around the roll so it's com-
pletely covered.

Using a glue gun or glue dots, attach each of the dragon
eyes to one end of the paper roll. Using a glue gun or glue
dots, attach the two smaller pom poms near the other end of
the paper tube to make the dragon’s nose.

For the fire, cut scraps of red, yellow and orange tissue paper
to be long pointy strips, about 9inch or 10 inches long.

Spread some glue from a glue stick onto the straight end of
one of the strips of tissue paper, then attach it to the inside of
the paper roll under the dragon’s nose. Repeat, and keep gluing
tissue paper to the inside of the paper roll as you work your way
around the roll.

Only glue tissue paper as shown in the photo. Don't glue
tissue paper all the way around the bottom of the roll (under
the nose). Gravity will pull down any tissue paper there and

it won’t move when you blow in the paper roll. Your paper roll
dragon is complete! Take a deep breath, put your mouth on the
end of the paper roll and BLOW!

¥

How to Make Flower Pretzels

Supplies:
e Baking sheet

e Parchment paper

e Bowl

e Fork

e 3 Green striped straws
Ingredients:

e 12 Pretzel twists, (4 per flower)
e 1/2 cup Blue candy melts, (or other flower color)
e 9 M&M'’s, (yellow; 3 per flower)

Line a baking tray with parchment paper and arrange 4
pretzels into a flower shape on the tray. Place the pretzels on
an angle, with the bottoms of the pretzels facing the center.
Repeat, making 2 other flowers (or whatever will fit on the
tray). Slide paper straws between the pretzels. If your straw has
a bendy part, cut it off or place it at the bottom.

Melt the candy melts according to package directions. Dip
one pretzel at a time into the melts. Flip the pretzel several
times with a fork so that it's well coated. Remove the pretzel
from the melts and gently shake the fork back and forth to
remove the excess coating. Once the pretzel stops dripping,
return it to its spot on the tray. Use the fork to nudge it into
place. Repeat with the next 3 pretzels that make up the flower.
Use a spoon to add a bit of the melted wafers to the center of
the flower, connecting the pretzels together and covering the
top part of the straw. Place 3 yellow M&M'’s into the center
of the flower, with the “M” side down. Place 1 M&M at the
top center, with the other 2 below. Repeat, making the next 2
flowers, and then allow the pretzel flowers to chill in the fridge
for 15 minutes, or at room temperature for 30 minutes. Your
flower pretzels are ready to serve
Helpful Tips:

If you don’t have paper straws you can also use a lollipop
stick or pretzel rod as the flower’s stem.

NATIONAL NEWS | APRIL 2026



16

Down On the Farm

Directions: Fill in the crossword using the pictures as clues

Down On the Farm

DIRECTIONS; Fill in the crossword, using the pictures as clues.

Riddles

Riddle: What breaks yet never falls, and what falls yet never
breaks?

Answer: Day and night.

Riddle: A man looks at a painting in a museum and says,
“Brothers and sisters, | have none, but that man’s father
is my father’s son.” Who is in the painting?

Answer: The man’s son.

Riddle: The person who makes it has no need for it; the person
who buys it has no use for it. The person who uses it can
neither see nor feel it. What is it?

Answer: A coffin.

Riddle: It can’t be seen, can’t be felt, can’t be heard, and can’t
be smelled. It lies behind stars and under hills, and
empty holes it fills. What is it?

Answer: The dark.

Riddle: An electric train is headed east. Where does the smoke go?
Answer: Electric trains don’t produce any smoke!

Riddle: Where does today come before yesterday?

Answer: In the dictionary.

Dot to Dot

- - -

Animal Jokes

P x> >O

PO FTOLIPOITO>IPO>

> >0 >

What is a flea's favorite way to travel?

ltch hiking.
Which bird has the worst manners?
Mocking birds.

-

L ue
ie

What do you get from a pampered cow?

Spoiled milk.

How many tickles does it take to get an octopus to

laugh?

Ten tickles.

Why aren’t koalas actual bears?
The don’t meet the koalafications.
Why are fish so smart?

Because they live in schools!

What do you call a bear with no ears?

A “B"!

Why are teddy bears never hungry?
Because they're always stuffed.
What language do pigs speak?

Pig Latin.

What is the best place to plant a spring garden in

school?

In kindergarden.

Why is the letter A like a flower?

A bee always comes after it.

Why did the bird go to the hospital?
He needed tweetment.

www.nsslife.org
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Happy Easter! Vesell Velkd Noc! May the glory and the promise of this joyous
time of year bring peace and happiness to you, and to those you hold dear. The
PVR Fund Board of Directors hopes that this season of renewal brings you joy,
warmth, and blossoming moments to treasure.

75 Days, One Goal: The Final
Sprint Starts Now! Remember, you can memorialize your
The 2026 Convention begins on June 14, donation by dedicating a leaf ($250),
acorn ($1,000), or stone ($10,000) on our
tree of life! Mail your donation along

2026, which brings us within 100 days of our
with your name, email address, and

deadline. As of February 28, we are
away from our $2 million goal. Thank you to
all of our donors and sponsors! message for engraving to
Tree of Life
1301 Ashwood Drive
Canonsburg, PA 15317

ZeX FUND BALANCE AS OF
FEBRUARY 28,2026

= $2 000,000

Raised
461,862,691

Visit our online donation

page to contribute today!

Follow the QR code or visit
https:/[secure.qgiv.com/for/nsslife/

2026 marks the 60" year that PVR

Sch crlurahiﬁ:s have been awarded

Help us celebrate this milestone!

@ Visit NS5 Lile Onlin
v nsslite.org
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ASSEMBLY 0039

Uniontown, PA

VA it

Recently, around thirty assembly
members met for our Annual Lenten
Dinner at the Bob Evans Restaurant
Community Room in Uniontown, PA.
The highlight of the meeting was the
election of sixteen delegates to the up-
coming XXXIX NSS Convention at the
Sawmill Creek Resort in Huron, OH.

In addition, members voted to sup-
port the Alzheimer's Association, the
convention charity organization. Also,
funding was approved for children to
attend the Salvation Army Summer
Camp in Uniontown, PA, as a “Match-
ing Fund” event.

Our deepest sympathy goes out
to the families of Donald H. Baugh-
man, Lester E. Williams, and Hazel K.
Tomlinson. May they rest in the loving
arms of the resurrected Christ.

NOTE: Changes in upcoming quar-
terly meetings! Mark your calendars!

2nd Quarter Meeting: Summer
B-B-Q, Sunday, June 7th at the Colum-
bia Association Picnic Pavilion starting
at 1:00 pm. We will honor “The Grand
Old Flag” during this meeting.

Annual Christmas Party, Saturday,
December 5th at the Columbia Associ-
ation Social Hall starting at 2:00 pm.
IMPORTANT: There will be a pre-con-
vention meeting for all delegates
attending the upcoming convention at
the Summer B-B-Q.

Our Convention Goal: $2 Million
Dollars for the PVR Scholarship Fund.
The NSS is encouraging members and
friends to donate $60.00 (in recogni-
tion of the PVR Fund's 60 years) before
the convention. A special QR Code is
in the recent NSS Magazine for your
convenience.

Plan to see you at the Summer Bar-
B-Q on Sunday, June 7th, starting at
1:00 pm. Bring along another family
member or friend. Have a blessed Easter.

Paul Payerchin
Secretary

ASSEMBLY RO59
Bethlehem, PA

Our thanks to Paula and John
Lahutsky for hosting our February 10,
2026 and to Martha and Protodea-
con Michael Sawarynski for providing
desserts. President Alexandra Keysock
opened the meeting. Our meeting
opening prayer, “O Heavenly King,”
was led by Protodeacon Michael
Sawarynski.

Old business: We received a thank-
you note from the Orthodox Diocese
of Sitka and Alaska for our monetary
donation to the diocese following the
devastating typhoon that occurred in
Western Alaska. We also received a
thank-you note from the Monastery
of the Holy Transfiguration in Ellwood
City, PA, for our monetary donation
in memory of our deceased member,
Nancy Sabol.

New Business: Election of Offi-
cers — President Alexandra Keysock,
Treasurer John Lahutsky, and Secretary
Michele Guydan. We will be contrib-
uting $100.00 to the NSS convention
fundraiser supporting the Alzheimer’s
Association. We are also sending a
contribution to Project Mexico and St.
Innocent’s Orphanage, the only Ortho-
dox orphanage in the Americas. We
lost a dear member of our Assembly
on December 2, 2025, when Dorothy
Stafiniak fell asleep in the Lord. We
are making a monetary donation to St.
Nicholas Russian Orthodox Church in
memory of Dorothy.

Alexandra Keysock and the La-
hutskys coordinated our annual lun-
cheon after our meeting. Birthday
greetings to Treasurer John Lahutsky
— March 15, William Keysock — April
22, and Martha Sawarynski (special
birthday) April 17.

Our next meeting is scheduled for
April 24, 2026, at the Lahutsky home.

Michele Guydan
Secretary

ASSEMBLY 0070
Brooklyn, OH

A meeting for all members will be
held on April 12, 2026, at Dr. Martin
Luther Church, 4470 Ridge Road,
Brooklyn, OH at 11:00 a.m.

The meeting will include discussion
of events for the year and the conven-
tion. Refreshments will be served.

Additional details will be provided to
members.

JohnKarkosiak
Secretary-Treasurer

R

ASSEMBLY L075
Duryea, PA

Mark your calendars for the follow-
ing meetings:
April 11, 2026 - Meeting at
Grande Restaurant at 1:00 p.m.
October 10, 2026 - Meeting (nom-
ination & election of officers) at Grande
Family Restaurant at 1:00 p.m.
August - date for Fraternal summer
picnic to be announced.
Lehrae Edwards
Secretary

ASSEMBLY 0100
Pittsburgh, PA

Our next meeting will be on the
following dates:

April 18, 2026 - 1:30 pm.

All meetings are held at Chojnicki's
residence, Spraggs, PA.

The final selection of delegates to
the 2026 NSS Convention will be held
at the March meeting. Any questions,
please call Melinda at 724-435-7933.

Melinda Chojnicki
Secretary

Deadline For Publication

Please be advised that all articles,

notices, etc., MUST BE received

by the Home Office no later than the 5th of the month. Every effort will be
made to publish the article and photos in a timely manner and space permit-

ting.

Also, all articles should be typewritten in regular type or emailed to the

Home Office. No Exceptions!

www.nsslife.org |
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ASSEMBLY L102
Schnecksville, PA

For the entire month of March our
assembly will be collecting money for
the National Backpack Fund for Dodd
Elementary School.

April 23rd - "Who dunnit " dinner
theater at Fellowship Manor.

April 25th - Region 14 meeting
with the home office in attendance.
(time and location TBA).

April 25th - L102 Matching Funds
for Nova Medical Services at the Nova
Center for a basket social.

May 23rd - Annual Iron Pigs base-
ball outing at 6:30 p.m.

June 15th - Matching funds for
the Fellowship Manor golf outing.

Sharon Wesnak
Secretary

ASSEMBLY 0123
Coraopolis, PA

Thank you to members who attend-
ed our March 15th meeting, game day
and Delegate selection. It was going
to have been a good time. (I'm writing
about something that hasn't happened,
yet, for you to read after it already
happened. Feel free to help with the
grammar.)

Take note of these dates. For infor-
mation & sign-ups, contact nss123@
email.com or call 412-638-2754 or
412-638-7060.

May 2nd - American Legion Auxil-
iary Unit 82 Murder Mystery Dinner at
Findlay Township Activity Center, 310
Main St., Imperial, PA 15126 at 5:00
p.m. An NSS Matching Funds Raffles
will be featured. $30 for Assembly
members, $45 for others.

June 14th - 18th NSS Conven-
tion at Sawmill Creek Resort by Cedar
Point.

Your ideas for donations, fraternal
activities service projects are always
wanted.

Lyle Grover
President

ASSEMBLY 0377
Bentleyville, PA

Mark your calendars for our
meetings in 2026.

June 7 - Picnic/meeting at
Richardsons Park, Bentleyville, Pa.
at 3:00 p.m. We will have our Slovak
food and please bring a donation of a
canned good for the local food pantry.

September 13 - Meeting at
Sesame Gourmet, 2975 Washington
Road, McMurray, Pa. at 3:00 p.m.

December 6 - Annual Christmas
party at Hugo's Restaurant, National
Pike, Brownsville, Pa. at 3:00 p.m.

As always, please RSVP to me at
724-207-3171 a week ahead so | can
confirm attendance.

Suzanne Skrypak
President

)

ASSEMBLY 0432
Fairview Park, OH

Mark your calendars for the meet-
ings schedule and upcoming activities.

432 Meetings Schedule:
April 21, 2026 — 7:00 PM

Pytel Residence, North Olmsted
October 20, 2026 — 7:00 PM

Pytel Residence, North Olmsted
December 8, 2026 — 7:00 PM

Arturo's Restaurant, North Olmsted

Upcoming Activities:
May 9, 2026 - 6:00 PM
Scotch Doubles Bowling
Mahall's 20 Lanes — Lakewood, OH
October 4, 2026 - 1:00 PM
Red Wagon outing — lots of fun for
the kids at Red Wagon Farm
December 8, 2026 — 7:30 PM
Holiday Party at Arturo's Restaurant
(Immediately following the 7:00
PM meeting.)
RSVP is required at least one (1) week
in advance so we can plan accordingly.

Please contact one of the following:
Dave Pytel — 440-759-4558
Terri Hudak — 440-714-8902
Bill Shuttleworth — 440-465-6024
Chris Pytel
Publicist and Social Media

ASSEMBLY 0588
Avella, PA

The following meetings will be
held at the Stefka residence, 5007 Old
Orchard Lane, Gibsonia, Pennsylvania
on the following dates and times:
April 13, 2026 - Monday - 5:00 p.m.
September 14, 2026 - Monday - 5:00 p.m.
November 9, 2026 - Monday - 5:00 p.m.
Please plan to attend the meetings
and become active Assembly 588
members. Please contact Annette at
724-407-3591 if you are planning on
attending a meeting.
Annette Stefka
Recording Secretary

E

Assembly 0377

Gloria Frisley and Marie Fargo officers of
the Senior Center.

Dear Member,

[ just wanted to wish you
a Happy Easter! [ hope you
have fun dying eggs and
then finding them once ['ve
hidden them! Also,

[ hope you enjoy the Eas-
ter Basket ['m going fo [eave
you! Have a Blessed Day!

Love,
The Easter Bunny

P.S. [ Love Carrots!
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ASSEMBLY 0731
Lowellville, OH

2026 will be a busy, productive year
for Assembly 0731.

An assembly meeting was held on
February 15 at Kathy & Jim Cessna’s
home. Officers elected to serve the
assembly for the next two years include:
Laurie Fox, President; Jim Cessna, Vice-
President; Ida Lewis, Secretary; Mike
Fox Sr., Treasurer; Mike Fox Jr., Financial
Secretary; Beth and Matt Mason,
Fraternal Co-directors; Kathy and Jessica
Cessna, Programs Co-coordinators;
and Ashlynn Mason, Youth Programs
Coordinator.

Nine members were selected to serve
as delegates at the 39th Quadrennial
Convention in June. Information about
delegates’ responsibilities and convention
updates was shared.

Discussion about assembly donations
to local non-profit organizations led to the
approval of donations to: Salem Friends
Church Youth Ministry mission trip; Yellow
Creek Methodist Church Youth Ministry
mission trip; Akron Children’s Hospital
fundraiser; Operation Evergreen; Poland
Express, as well as NSS sponsorships
and event donations to include, but not
limited to: PVR Fund, Bowling, Golf,
Heritage Museum, and the Alzheimer’s
Association at Convention.

Last year's assembly expenses
were reviewed and discussion was held
about this year’s anticipated expenses.
We also discussed ideas for Matching
Funds events and involvement within the
community in support of the Sojourner
House (helping victims of domestic
violence with care and relocation),
Beatitude House (a ministry of Ursuline
Sisters Mission providing supportive
housing opportunities), Clothed in
Righteousness (helping homeless with
clothing and personal items), and the
Youngstown Blue Coats (helping veterans
and homeless with tents and blankets).

Everyone was advised of the assembly
fraternal activities planned so far for
this year and was reminded to follow our
Facebook page and NSS News Magazine
for updates and additions:

February 15 - Youngstown Phantoms
Hockey game at Covelli Centre,
Youngstown, OH

July 31 - Mahoning Valley Scrappers
Baseball game at Eastwood Field, Niles

September 2-7 — Bingo Scavenger
Hunt while enjoying the Canfield Fair

October 11 - Halloween Hayride
at Countryside Farm, Poland. We are
exploring the idea of a Fall Camping
weekend at Camp Frederick, Rogers. A
decision will be made based on cost and
members’ interests.

December 13 - Christmas Party at
Beard Cabin in Boardman Park

Members were also encouraged to
attend and be involved with NSS Home
Office sponsored activities such as
contests, Septemberfest, and Christmas
Around the World. Assembly officers are
aiming to get teams together for bowling
and golf tournaments this year. Delegates
and their families are looking forward to
the Convention in June.

Assembly 731 families cheered on
the Phantoms during a lively hockey game
on February 15th at the Covelli Centre in
Youngstown. The scoreboard didn’t go our
way, but the memories certainly did. Our
group was treated to 2 hot dogs, 2 bags of
popcorn, and 2 soft drinks for everyone.

Lauren Fox
President

Allie and Ethan Nye had fun cheering
on the Phantoms

REGION 2
Hazleton, PA

Region #2 will hold a meeting at
Grotto Pizza, 337 Wyoming Valley Mall,
Wilkes-Barre, PA 18702, on May 9th
at 2:00 p.m. Please note the change
in time. President Stefka will attend to
discuss the status of the NSS and the
39th Quadrennial Convention. Anyone
wishing to attend should contact me,
Lucy Piccoletti, at 570-479-4116 (call
or text) so we can plan accordingly. We
strongly encourage all Assemblies to
attend this presentation.

Lucy Piccoletti
Recording Secretary

)

REGION 8
Cleveland, OH

Attention Assemblies: #0004,
#0070, #0160, and #0432

GUEST SPEAKER
PRESIDENT JOSEPH STEFKA, JR.

This semi-annual meeting of Re-
gion #8 will be hosted by Assembly
#160 and will be held on April 15,
2026, at Dr. Martin Luther Lutheran
Church, 4470 Ridge Road, Brooklyn,
Ohio at 6:00 p.m. Refreshments will
be served.

President Stefka will be attending
our regional meeting along with other
representatives from the Home Office
to discuss the upcoming Convention
along with other NSS matters. Each
Region #8 Assembly is requested to

F4 send their elected Convention dele-

gates to the meeting for the Pre-Con-

4 vention presentation.

Assembly 731 families occupied three
rows at the arena.

L-R: Wier Family - Matt, Brady,
Brianne, Darcie, and Lettie enjoyed
quality family time at the game.

Time will be allotted for questions
and input from meeting participants.
Hope to see all assemblies from our
region at this meeting.

Carole Koches
Recording Secretary

www.nsslife.org |
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Assembly LO75

In December, the Matching
Funds for Avoca Troop 316 took
place at the Ladore Lodge craft
fair on December 6th, where
we assisted the troop in selling
homemade chili.

Presenting the check: Scout
Committee Member Lehrae Ann
Edwards, TCC Matt Fino, and

What a fantastic day on the hills! Our recent NSS Life ~ Scoutmaster Brandon Collins.
tobogganing outing brought together over 100 members We conducted a Matching
and guests for an evening filled with laughter, fresh air, Funds drive for the Moosic Red
and great company. From first-time riders to seasoned Wings Girls Softball League

tobogganing pros, everyone enjoyed the excitement and the Night at t.he Races on Janu.ary 31 and sponsored a .basket.
chance to spend time with friends and fellow members. We will conduct Matching Funds for the Excelsior Hose

The smiles in the photos say it all — it truly was a wonder- Company Duryea Annual Night at the Races on March 28th,
ful time had by all. Events like this remind us how special @t 9:30 p.m. at the Germania Hose Company. We will spon-

our NSS Life community is and how much fun it is when SO @ race and donate a basket. ]
we come together. A matching fundraiser is set for April 18, 2026, at the

Mark your calendars! Penn Stater Hotel in State College for the American Legion

Our next tobogganing date is January 17, 2027. We agxiliary Spring Confereqce, where. we will donate.a basket to
hope you will plan to join us for another fun-filled evening ~ [aise money for the Ere5|dent Jackie Weaver's Projects Keystone
on the snow and make even more great memories with Girls State and Housing for the Homeless Veterans Corp.
friends and family. Our assembly will sponsor a Host for a Day at the St.

Thank you to everyone who came out and helped make Francis of Assisi Kitchen on 'May 14, 2026, and Marlin
this event such a big success — we can’t wait to see you at " etro and Lehrae Edwards will attend the annual dinner
the next one! on April 29th at Fiorelli's for a Matching Fundraiser, and
Marti Pytel donating a basket.

Youth Elder Future Dates: October 10th meeting at 1:00 p.m. at
Grandes Restaurant for nomination & election of officers.
Fraternal summer picnic date is set for August 2, 2026, at
the Mercateli-Segilia Park, Birney Avenue, Moosic, PA at
éssembly 617 1:00 p.m., where we will be celebrating several members
——— V= = =1 ™= turning 70. Thank you

Lehrae Edwards
Secretary/Treasurer

-

Assembly 0337 Meeting

e ——- = - g,

[P &

Assembly 0617 recently held its annual Valentines Day
lunch and social at Amber Donia European Bakery in Kingston.
The assembly enjoyed the lunch and the sharing of Valentine
gifts. The highlight of the social was the presentation of a
donation from the assembly to representatives of Ava's Toy Box

1 _;.ﬂ' e : = | o Y r
Foundation which provides aid to children with cancer. B ] R - '
Assembly 0617 also took this meeting to review assem- Our February meeting was held at the Olive Garden Restaurant.
bly events and programs. Assembly 0617 will next meet on Our turnout was a huge success.

April 16, 2026 at the Pierce St. Deli beginning at 1:00 p.m.
in Kingston. The date of Fraternal Day at Knoebels Park was
changed to August 13, 2026 beginning at 12:30 p.m.

Members of Assembly 0617 planning to attend the up-
coming meeting please contact John Kurilla at 570-239-5936,
570-287-4163, or email: jjkurilla@aol.com

John Kurilla

President * A “-. - -
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NSS SCHOLARSHIP FOR DEPARTED MEMBERS

SENIOR MEMBERS FEBRUARY 2026
Name City and State Date of Death Assembly
srd i e BTG S L I T T paie
rnett, ert onroeville,
o e BT A R i
aney, Laro armony,
PROGRAM Banic, Nancy J Greenville, PA 12/22/2025 0731
Baptiste, Elizabeth Butler, PA 01/13/2026 0731
Baumgardner, Paul Washington, PA 01/16/2026 0588
~ PURPOSE ~ Bayne, Elizabeth Sarver, PA i 8%6%38%2 81%?
Benedict, Evan James Youngstown, OH i/
To encourage our older members Benser, William R Boyne City, Mi 09/09/2025 0381
to continue their education and Eerhrllhs\;dﬁ(, Willl_iam D Kigtsburg\%,lPA 8%3%%8%2 8%(732
. . ohl, William rams,
to make fuller use of their leisure Boyers, David R Rochester, PA 02/04/2026 0123
time. Brewbaker Moran, Marian Onaway, M| 01/09/2026 0774
Brigham, Nancy L Corry, PA 01/05/2026 Q731
Celli, Patricia A Jefferson, PA 01/16/2026 0377
~ MEMBER ELIGIBILITY -~ Charlesworth, Laura [rwin, PA 01/25/2026 0737
A ite i 4 Chipps, Ray Monongahela, PA 02/07/2026 )7/
L e emen gm0
member, fifty-five (55) years or epper, Kay ucernemines,
Vlieelamly Costello, Miles K Fairhope, PA 02/22/2026 0039
older, who has enrolled and suc- gotting'\r}lam,JDoris glamsbulg . PA 8%%25%858 5%8%
inui over, Mary ymer,
Crealiily oRmBistod Abopun e Curry, Walfer E Finleyville, PA 06/11/2025 0434
education or adult education course. 8yktor, DTerr_ane \IéveSt NeV\SXn' PA 8%(1)%38%2 8;%
i yran, Davi ortage,
DRy SR IS 2 Dastur, Kathleen Cabot, PA 01/07/2026 0123
applications in one calendar year. DeFranco, Josephine Pittsburgh, PA 01/12/2026 L161
Delaney, Larry R Cabot, PA 01/13/2026 Q123
Del Cimmuto, Nicholas West Leechburg, PA 01/27/2026 L161
~ COURSE ELIGIBILITY ~ Belglbéel, Lli_nd?«'MA CE)ak Creg}l&, Wi é%ﬂggg%g 8{(7)%1
: ; i Padova Lucki, Agnesa xport,
Vocational schools, community Drap, Edna M Jeannette, PA 02/03/2026 0737
colleges and universities offer a ngfy, dSanéjra a3 Bittsbur%x PA 8%(2)(2);%852 (B(l)(;g
. . wards, Gary Alan uryea,
variety of short-term courses which  gymert’Richard J Harveys Lake, PA 01/16/2026 0617
may include areas like computer ESmeZS' An%ela \I;|aC|endgAHe|ghts, CA (1)?;%5%8%2 E{g?
A e . vans, DoriIs erona,
training, cake decorating, photog-  Ferrebee, Freddie Morgantown, WV 01/01/2026 0774
raphy, landscaping, small engine Ferrebee, Vivian Morgantown, WV 11/12/2025 0774
y i ’ Galzerano, Eric White Oak, PA 01/03/2026 0737
repair, ballroom dancing, etc. This 8ap5ky' HuLgh S gittsbudrgr’ m 8%8%%8%2 HS%
rogram does not cover courses that armong, Larry Pau pringdale,
P g : .V A George, Harvey McDonald, PA 02/08/2026 0123
assist you to maintain your current - gforgeBTh%mas Eomlbellwl\’/A gmggggg CL)%%
_ti iob. : ass, Bertha egley,
IR Ao EanRisIaE s,  dT AN Jahe Thomas, WV 01/28/2026 0774
will not reimburse life insurance gorgbar,dvoﬁeph Eoyertownwﬁl/.\ (1)%(2);%8%% 5%%
ordon, William alrmont,
or reall estate. agents wia take Grayson, Maxine L Coraopolis, PA 12/27/2025 0123
continuing education credits to . gruger, Earo| A geW|gk|e¥{ PlﬁA 8%%[7%8%2 ?%%:13
g et ¢ rubic, Lorraine ittsburgh,
maintain their licenses.) Guttery, Janet E Ford City, PA 03/08/2024 0554
Bl Cotasuille, P 01/20/2026 [102
! L iy ’ arple, John oatesville,
PROCEDURE Hartford, Doris Natrona Heights, PA 01/31/2026 (161
Members should enroll and pay for Havilr, L?Dura Jie Ro}:thgield,'\?CH 8%%;;%852 8(7)%
: : enley, Dona sheboro,
the course of their choice. Once the 060 Barbara Greenvillé, PA 01/16/2026 0731
member has finished the class, he/’ HetrickHJudith M Eroydon, PAWV 8%%8%8%2 8(7);2
: A ines, Homer rametown,
she must submit an application, Hodder, Calvin Canonsburg, PA 01/07/2024 0434
along with verification that the class Holman, Earl T Jacksonville, FL 12/18/2025 0123
' full e e Johnston, Frederick E Glenshaw, PA 12/17/2025 L161
el BN T
the Home Office for approval by a ohnston, Virginia eadville,
) ! bp y i Jones, Carl Canonsburg, PA 12/02/2025 0434
National Officer. If the seholarship &arphspiqey (R;athton’ |:(>)AH 8%5(2)353852 8;%%
ication i aschok, Joan illton,
e Keafer, David York, PA 01/01/2026 0774
will reimburse the full tuition for &eenhan' El,\ﬁano-r W lEatrObe' PéA 8%3%%8%2 Iﬁ(l)gé
e ercnner, viarvin mmaus,
$heicourst/up o, bUt not to exceediy | 150 Leechburg, PA 01/22/2026 0737
one hundred dollars ($100.00) Kososko, Shirley Cleveland, OH 12/21/2025 0070
Kriner, Fred C Luthersberg, PA 12/20/2025 0554
G ; § Kuczynski, John J Brown Deer, WI 12/28/2025 0774
For more information, you may find tandedeiII_, Jloanne B Erie, PA e (1)(1)%%%8%2 8(6){(7)
: . i azar, Danie arveys Lake,
it on our NSS Life website: Lee, Avery Eau Claire, Wi 01/03/2026 0774
www.nsslife.org Liljefors, Marjorie M Charlotte, NC 11/01/2025 0774
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DEPARTED MEMBERS
FEBRUARY 2026

(Continued from page 22)

Name City and State Date of Death Assembly
Loughman, Nancy J Washington, PA 02/03/2026 0377
Loughner, Vita C Greensburg, PA 02/01/2026 0737
Lowery, Richard K Warrington, PA 02/05/2026 L102
Lowman, Elaine B Pittsburgh, PA 01/19/2026 0441 -
Lynn, Rachel Tyrone, PA 01/27/2026 0267 R
Mace, Cheryl Meadville, PA 02/13/2026 0731 @ 0 :
Majzun, Marcella Ambherst, OH 02/05/2026 0160
Mo St s 01/58/50¢ 0731
arrs, Sandra orry,
ean el s e Bl T et
arsh, Joanna ork,
Martis, Paul ST Joans, NY 02/01/2026 0381 SCHOLARSHIP FUND
Mc Adoo, Jerry Punxsutawney, PA 01/20/2026 0554 . .
Mc Clenathan, Jo Ann  Washington, PA 01/23/2026 0588  Every penny donated goes directly into
Mc Gonigle, Gertrude J Pittsburgh, PA 02/14/2026 0100  the PVR Scholarship Fund.
Mc Nall, Helen P Bethel Park, PA 10/25/2025 0434
meﬁ”tt% Mary T m'“!am%blﬂg, PéA 8%?%5%8%2 8%% 1. Your contribution will help our
iller, Wayne arion Center, . .
Misik. John Columbia Heights, MN  01/17/2026 0586 young members achieve their aca-
Mitct&elJl. rI]Dorgthy JSthMarys, PAPA 8%%%15%852 6%9 demic goals.
izak, John ohnstown, ; ;
Monahan, Dolores Connelisville, PA 01/09/2026 0039, 2 Yourdonation may benefit your own
Moolr(e'l I\/éarcella Ee””ﬁt"”’ V\I/D\//\ gg%ggggg 8;(734; son, daughter, niece or nephew.
oskal, Stacy arrolltown. .
Murray, Betty M Myerstown, PA 02/06/2026 L10p O Everyyear reE.”eSts for gra”ts ;
Musser, Beulah M Stanley, NC 12/25/2025 0774 Increase, making more demands on
Navicki, Stanley Orland Park, PA 11/25/2025 0586 the PVR Scholarship Fund.
s L ST B e -
uxoll, Raymon urora,
wpWiin™ Jewomw  gveggos g PVR Scholarship
akes, Shirle onway, .
Ottiaer, David W Uniontown, PA 02/18/2026 0039  Fund Donations
Page, Cathy M Coopersburg, PA 01/31/2026 L102
Patterson, Crenda New Salem, PA 11/16/2025 0039 February 2026
S gmmole,  aumes o
earson, William illiamsburg, )
Bt ersi Rohert Corry, PA 01/08/20%6 0731 In Memory of !Edward Koches. ..............
Polas, Florence Arnold, PA 01/21/2026 L105 From Editor Lori Crowley &
Poznak, Elizabeth Beverly Hills, FL 01/19/2026 0123 Family 25.00
Quale, Barbara Portersville, PA 02/07/2026 s !
Regoli, Teresa Ann Shadyside, OH 01/14/2026 0774 In Memory of Jason Althouse: ..............
Reiser, Karen J Butler, PA 01/29/2026 0731 From Editor Lori Crowley &
Riegel, Charles Birdsboro, PA 01/12/2026 L102 Famil 25 .00
Roberts, Barbara Slovan, PA 02/20/2026 0588 AMUIY e -
Eogmskonj AnnhC L\r;dlana, Eﬁ 8%52558;2 8%471 In Memory of Deceased Members (Joe
obuck, Josep toona, HTR .
AT s EC it PR 09/03/506 0731 Farah & William Gedeon: ....................
EOStOSEy' Frang yon%?ga;ngAPA 8%%255838 8(3);.79 From Assembly 0070 ...... 40.00
owe, George mithfield,
Schaffer, Edward G Monroeville, PA 01/01/2026 0123 'S”hMemLo ry of Croul n and brother,
Schnell, Sara Butler, PA 02/06/2026 0123 aun Logan Crowley:
S A S 051015028 o774 rom Kevin, Lori, Kevin Jr.
irk, Linda yrone,
Shoemaker, Lois A Dubois, PA 01/24/2026 0554 & John Crowley................... 20.00
gmltﬂ, égneﬁjJJ Eetﬂel Eart, Eﬁ 8%5%2558%2 83321 In Memory of Region Officer and
mith, Gera ethel Park, i .
Snodgrass, Robert Indiana, PA 02/10/2026 026y Former Director Edward Koches:
%nOdgracss' Robert :_nd(ijang’ P\//\VV (1)(2);%%%852 6%(7)2 From John Karkosik......... 25.00
pratt, Crai indside, In Memory of Mary Lou Chojnicki &
Stachura, William Harwick, PA 01/17/2026 L161
Stankovich, Michael Lakewood, OH 02/09/2026 0432 our Assembly 100 Departed Mem
S lmi, G o g e
tephens, Kathryn own,
Stetz, Sylvia Coraopolis, PA 02/10/2025 0123 From Assembly 0100 .... 300.00
SR Marblehend, OH 091815025 oLgs  Domations
wink, Julia arblehead, i
Tarr. Donald'R S ehoca: PA 01/08/5058 0Beg St'art Hearing Inc. ............. 300.00
Tatar, Ronald Elizabeth, PA 02/23/2026 0737 Michael Grega .................. 300.00
Teschke, Jacqueline Cheswick, PA 01/24/2026 L161 Total ... 1,035.00
Tidd, James Lakeland, FL 12/28/2025 L105
Trebac, Sophie Harwick, PA 01/18/2026 L161
Urbanick, Emma Philadelphia, PA 11/25/2025 LO75
Valli, Raymond L Beaver Falls, PA 02/15/2026 0123
Vanfleet, Judith K Pontiac, Ml 11/17/2025 0381 N n 3
Ventura, Margaret Jeannette, PA 01/09/2026 0737 :LI! N D\] [ \
Whalen, Francis New Kensington, PA 02/01/2026 L105 ( ff.l'\ “ e
Williams, Shirley Punxsutawney, PA 01/24/2026 0554 &ﬂ.] f/h\ [
Wilson, Nancy Lee St Marys, PA 01/31/2026 0554 HRU J
Wilson, Carol Clarksville, PA 02/09/2026 O3
Zalnasky, Chester Coraopolis, PA 12/22/2025 0123
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Slovak Easter Vocabulary and
Common Phrases

80088

2

Easter greetings - Veselé prezitie Velkonocnych sviatkov
Easter - Velka noc

pouring water over girls - oblievacka

spanking girls by whips - Sibacka -

the boy who comes to water the girls during Easter-kupac
the whip made of willow branches - korbac

a painted, dyed or otherwise decorated blown egg - kraslica
potato salad - zemiakovy Salat

Excuse me -Prepécte!

| love you - Lubim Ta

Hello — Dobry den (pronounced DOH-bree def)

Good morning — Dobré rano (pronounced DOH-brehh
RAA-noh)

Good night — Dobru noc (pronounced DOH-broo nohts)
Goodbye — Do videnia (pronounced doh VEE-deh-nyah)
Yes — Ano (pronounced AAH-noh)

No — Nie (pronounced NYEE_eh)

How are you? — Ako sa mas? (pronounced AH-koh sah
MAA-sh?)

Thank you — Dakujem (pronounced JAH-koo-yehm)

You are welcome -Prosim (pronounced PROH-seem)
Good luck- Vel'a Stastia

Good News - dobré spravy

My name is - Volam sa

Pleased to meet you - TeSi ma

Help! -Pomoc!

Fire! - Hori!

Stop! - Stop! Stoj!

Call the police! - Zavolajte policiu!

Now available from the NSS Heritage Museum

Easter Books $12.00 EA.

Celebrte
... Easter Slovak Style

By Lawrvacs G, Kasbemstd

Customs
Traditions
Folklore
Recipes
Folkarts

BE®

Ten Fun Facts About Easter You
Probably Didn’t Know

1.
2.

3.

Now

o 0

10.

was sold at Christie’s in London for 9 mil-

lion in 2007, breaking Fabergé records. The
enameled egg contains a multicolored cockerel
which at every hour pops out of the egg and
flaps his wings, before nodding his head three
times. The egg was made by Karl Fabergé in
St Petersburg in 1902 and is the second-larg-
est egg ever made by Fabergé.

The Easter Bunny legend began in Germany
The holiday was named after the Anglo-Saxon Goddess,
Eostre

More than 1.5 million Cadbury Creme Eggs are pro-
duced every day

The act of painting eggs originates from a Ukrainian
tradition

The world’s largest Easter egg weighs in at 5000 Ibs
Pretzels used to be associated with Easter

The UK's first chocolate egg was produced in Bristol in
1873

In Germany, it is illegal to dance on Good Friday

Easter is celebrated on the Sunday after the full moon
following March 21st

In 2007, an Easter egg sold for 9 million

-

Possibly the world’s most expensive egg

EGG WRAPS
h
12 different designs in each package!
$4.00 Each

PLEASE SPECIFY

___Design#l @ $4 TOTAL

__ Design#2 @ $4 TOTAL
_ Design#3 @ $4 TOTAL
_ Design#4 @ $4 TOTAL

TOTAL AMT. DUE

Make checks payable and mail to: NSS Heritage Museum
1301 Ashwood Drive

Canonsburg, PA 15317

200860

www.nsslife.org | NSS LIFE



Exclusive Benefits Available! Call today

(888) 705-6920

As a Member of the National Slovak Society, you and
your family are eligible for benefits from Start Hearing.

You and your extended family members have exclusive access to hearing consultations and
discounts up to 48% off all levels of hearing technology through Start Hearing.

Call (888) 705-6920 to take advantage of your member discounts today:

b

Valuable Benefits Include:

Hearing Health Better Hearing Ongoing Value
« Annual hearing consultations - Advanced technology, + Up to a 3-year supply of FREE
for you and your family including Bluetooth® . batteries (40 cells per hearing
: compatible and . aid purchased per year)
+ Access to a nationwide : ; :
i rechargeable options i
network of 3,000+ hearing § o P -+ FREE deluxe warranty plan®
) ! i : ) ) ) ¢ (including loss and damage)
professional locations .+ 60-day risk-free trial period

+ Ayear of FREE office visits
(up to six visits)

Call our Hearing Care Advisors at

(888) 705-6920 START$=HEARING

to take advantage of your exclusive discounts.
starthearing.com/partners/Nss
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Jar slubuje nadej a lasku, teply velkono¢ny vanok, modru oblohu a
dar nového Zivota vsade! Je to zaCiatok spevu vtakov, zahradnych
kvetov, dlhSich slneénych dni a jasnej modrej oblohy. Je to obnova a
znovuzrodenie, ¢o znamena opakujuci sa cyklus v roénych obdobi-
ach. Velku noc mozno povazZovat za vychod slnka v roku, ktory
naplria nase srdcia nédejou a obnovenou vierou.

Velka vdaka patri vsSetkym, ktori neustale ,,vdychnu novy Zivot“
naSej organizacii. Prajem vam vSetkym lasku v srdciach, pokoj v
dusSiach a radost vo vaSich Zivotoch pocas tohto velkono¢ného ob-
dobia a vZdy.

APRIL—mesiac lesov

Vyznam lesa

1. Lesy su pl’ucami Zeme

les vytvara kyslik, potrebny pre Zivot

2. Lesy regulujit obeh vody v prirode,
vyparovanie, a zrazky.

3. Lesy zachytavajii hluk a prach,

Bardejov na Velku Noc ¢im znizuju pocet choroboplodnych

Fotografia— Fotogaleriae Photo.sk zarodkov vo vzduchu.

4. Lesy nam poskytuju:
® o
] naJlepSICh Eekérov - drevo - lesné plody

iz slnlio
2 vchuciﬂ

- huby - lie¢ivé rastliny

-st vhodnym prostredim na oddych, a rekreéciu.

- lw |:> Stara mudrost’ hovori:
. pohy
4 A Ked’ si v Zivote zasadil Co len jeden strom, neZil
VA voc:la .‘ .
® si nadarmo.

B zd'r’avé strava

) oolpoéinoL{ 22

7 crieeh s

Radujte sa, o krestania,

FeRL JF
S MiSKA D

: v srdciach Vasich plesajte.
Pranostik , Uy
—TAnosty Z mrtvych povstal nas
April zimny, dazdivy, iroda nas navstivi. Spasitel’

Juraj 4.24) Juro Zabam hubu otvara, budi aleluja spievajte.

jasterice i hadov. Vsetkym dradnikom,

clenom, citatelom a Vasim
e e 2 ol 4o ool rodinam Zelame radostne M

uro v&etkych z izby von do pola , e s i
vyZenie. Velkonocné Sviatky

Co do Dzura narastie, to po Dzure
skape.

www.nsslife.org | NSS LIFE




‘fc)u&h Circle 'PQSQ
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Pittsburgh Slovakians 2026 May Art Contest

The Junior Pittsburgh Slovakians will be accepting L TR

new members. If your children or grandchildren age 6 and I Nbi s S drber of e NoHOH-HS |oyak Soiat

up like to sing and dance it is a perfect opportunity for to participate. Youth members (ages 5-16) and adults
them not only to learn about their heritage but to gain self are eligible to participate.

-confidence, and make long lasting friendships. There isno o Only one entry is permitted per member.
tuition or fundraising involved. If you know anyone who might 3 contestants may create their artwork using:

be interested and would like more information have them a. Paint (pastels, watercolor, oil, tempera and cesium)
contact Sue at (412) 421-1204 or send an email to: sue. b. Crayons (wax or liquid)
ondrejco@gmail.com. c. Ink/Pencil

d. Charcoal

e. Glue, construction paper, glitter

. Paint by numbers, stencils, or tracings will not be accepted.
. The Artwork may be ANY size up to 11x14 inches

and must be mounted on a mat board or poster board
EED:]:D:D for display purposes.

6. All entries must include; name, address, phone
number, age, assembly. Please have this information
clearly printed on the back of each entry.

m:D:D ° s 7. All entries will receive a complimentary NSS Life T-shirt.

i All participants should include their youth or adult
e | | ) == T-shirt size.

8. If you wish to have your artwork returned to you fol-
lowing judging, please specify alongside your submis-
sion. The National Slovak Society reserves the right
E]IED to keep all entries that do not include a request to be

@B T T T T T 1T ) Ha y’%’gﬁ@rf returned. All artwork that does not include a request to
‘ ED:D:D " " be returned will be donated to a local nursing home.

m 9. Winners in each age group will have their artwork dis
played in the National News and will be published on

..... ‘\(Kﬁ ; the NSS Life Website and Social Media accounts.

A0 © Age Groups:

A LT ) Picasso Level - Ages 5, 6 & 7

e Rembrandt Level - Ages 8, 9 & 10

- ﬂlll.l.llllll Michelangelo Level - Ages 11, 12 & 13

@ [ T T T T I T Van Gogh Level - Ages 14, 15 & 16*
@ [T I 1T 71 /)

- BEASTER

(/ Fill in the cressword and find the hidden words.

o1 b

Warhol - Adult (Age 17+)
10. Prizes awarded in each level of every category shall

be as follows:
EirstiPlacess s iy $100.00
Second Place. $ 50.00
Fhird Placey s o $ 30.00

Deadline for entries to the Home Office is May 31st.

Either mail or deliver artwork to: National Slovak Society
Attn: Jamie Belding
1301 Ashwood Drive
Canonsburg, PA 15317

Judging will be done by an outside professional.

Decisions of the judge shall be final in all cases.

*In the event the First place winner in the Artistic Category - Van Gogh
Level either enters an‘accredited Art School or pursues Art as a career in
college, he/she will be awarded a one-time $250 Art Scholarship provided
that the student meets gll the NSS PVR Scholarship rules and regulations.
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® Family Matters...

FOUNDED IN 1890, SERVING OUR

FAMILIES FOR OVER 136 YEARS!

$ YOUTH TERM
LIFE COVERAGE
AGES 0-22 « NO EXAM REQ.




