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REGION 2 Assemblies L075, 0617

April 9 Assembly L075, Meeting, Grande’s Restaurant, Moosic, PA at 1:00 pm
May 13 Assembly L075, Join Hands Day, Knights of Columbus Hall, Pittston, PA 10 am - 5 pm
August 6 Assembly L075, Picnic, Mercatelli-Segelia Park, Moosic, PA (Time to be announced)
August 13 Assembly L075, Bingo/Pizza Party, Wilkes Barre, V A at 2:00 pm
October 22 Assembly L075, Meeting, Grande’s Restaurant, Moosic, PA at 1:00 pm

REGION 5 Assemblies P38A, 0039, 0100, L105, 0108, 0123, L161, 0377, 0434, 0441, 0588, 0737, 
0774

April 24 Assembly 0588, Meeting, Time/place to be announced
March 5 Assembly 0039, Meeting, (Pre-Lenten Dinner) Eat’n Park, Uniontown, PA at 6:00 pm
March 14 Assembly 0123, Volunteer at World Vision Warehouse, Sewickley, PA at 9:30 am
March 14 Assembly 0123, Meeting, Eat’n Park, Edgeworth, PA (after volunteering at warehouse)
March 18 Assembly 0737, Meeting, Paul Godor’s residence, N Huntingdon, PA at 1:00 pm
March 19 Assembly 0377, Meeting, Meadows Lane at Meadows Casino, Washington, PA at 3:00 pm
March 19 Region 5, Meeting, Home Office, McMurrary, PA at 1:00 pm
March 24 Board of Directors Meeting
March 24/25 Assembly Officers Seminar, Hilton Garden Inn, SouthPointe, PA 
March 25 Fraternal Societies of Greater Pittsburgh Banquet, Honoring our NSS Secretary/Treasurer, 

Linda Strom, SouthPointe Golf Club, Canonsburg, PA at 5:30 pm
June 11 Assembly 0039, Picnic, (Summer Bar-B-Q) Knights of Columbus picnic pavilion at 1:00 pm
September 10 Assembly 0039, Meeting, (Stuffers Club-9/11 Dinner) Eat’n Park, Uniontown, PA at 6:00 pm
September 18 Assembly 0588, Meeting, Time/place to be announced
November 6 Assembly 0588, Meeting, Time/place to be announced
December 3 Assembly 0039, Christmas Party, Knights of Columbus Hall, Uniontown, PA at 2:00 pm

REGION 8 Assemblies 0004, 0070, 0160, 0432, 0595
April 2 Assembly 0070, Meeting, Dr. Martin Luther Church, Brooklyn, OH at 11:30 am 

REGION 14 Assemblies RO59, L102
April 30 Assembly R059, Meeting/Coffee Hour, St Nicholas Orthodox Church, following Divine Liturgy
July 30 Assembly R059, Meeting, Sawarynski’s residence at 1:00 pm
October 1 Assembly R059, Meeting/Fundraiser, St. Nicholas Orthodox Church, following Divine Liturgy

REGION 15 Assemblies L002, 0028
No activities at this time

AT LARGE Assemblies R019, L040, 0110, 0236, 0267, 0381, 0554, 0568, 0586, 0705, 0731, 
0800, 0813

April 2 Assembly 0586, Meeting, Old Vilnius Cafe, Darien, IL, at 2:00 pm
April 16 Assembly 0554, Meeting, Jim Stricek’s residence, DuBois, PA at 2:00 pm
July 2 Assembly 0554, Meeting, Jim Stricek’s residence, DuBois, PA at 2:00 pm
September 3 Assembly 0554, Meeting, Jim Stricek’s residence, DuBois, PA at 2:00 pm
November 5 Assembly 0554, Meeting, Jim Stricek’s residence, DuBois, PA at 2:00 pm

Activities At A Glance

REMEMBER TO KEEP YOUR PERSONAL ACCOUNT 
INFORMATION CURRENT
Please contact our NSS Life Member Services Department at 1-800-488-1890
with any of the following changes: 

MARITAL STATUS BENEFICIARY UPDATES
MAILING ADDRESS EMAIL ADDRESS

IRA MINIMUM DISTRIBUTION REQUESTS
BANK ACCOUNT UPDATES FOR DEPOSITS OR WITHDRAWALS



From The 
President’s Desk…

David G. Blazek, FIC
President, CEO
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Greetings from the desk of the 
President. Hopefully this issue finds you
well, and happy that the winter is almost
over. In fact, Spring officially begins on
March 20th so hopefully by the end of
the month, the weather will be half de-
cent. Remember, March is supposed to
come in like a lion and out like a lamb.
Also for our members with any Irish 
connections, St. Patrick’s Day falls on
Friday, March 17th this year so I am
sure there will be some large celebrations
that weekend. On March 24th, the
Board will hold our winter Board Meeting
so if there is anything that needs to be
brought before the Board, please send
information to Secretary/Treasurer Strom
before the meeting convenes. Following
the Board meeting we will be conduct-
ing our Assembly Officers Seminar start-
ing Friday evening and concluding
Saturday evening with participants at-
tending the FSGP Banquet to honor our
very own Secretary/Treasurer, Linda M.
Strom.

IRA Is Worth More As A
Charitable Gift
Recent legislation allows you to 

make tax-free charitable gifts from your
traditional individual retirement account
(IRA) directly to an eligible organization
like the NSS PVR Scholarship Fund. You
must be age 70 or older to participate.
Charitable distributions count towards
your annual required minimum distribu-
tion and there are not taxes due on the
transfer. Plus, you’ll have the satisfac-
tion of knowing your gift is providing fi-
nancial help to our youth of the
National Slovak Society who go on to
further their education after high school. 

NSS Donations To 
Organization In 2016

Each year I like to share with our
membership some of the organizations
that we have helped throughout the year
either on the national, or local level with
monetary donations through our Match-
ing Funds projects or approved dona-
tions by our Board of Directors. These
donations help us support our Mission
Statement which reads: To provide our
fraternal family with a sustainable meas-
ure of financial security via life and an-
nuity products; while offering charitable,
cultural, social and educational opportu-
nities that benefit our members and
their communities. 
The following are some of the organi-

zations that NSS Life has supported:
Diocesan Mission Office of Cleveland
Ohio, Genesis of Pittsburgh, Youngstown
Sister Cities, Johnstown Slavic Festival,

Prince of Peace Parish, Habitat for
Humanity, American Heart Association,
Drop the Puck on Cancer, Miracle
League of Lehigh Valley, Chair in Slovak
History & Culture at the University of
Ottawa, Greater Cleveland Food Bank,
Operation Support Our Troops, Lehigh
Conference of Churches Soup Kitchen,
Western Pennsylvania Slovak Cultural
Association, Rescue Mission of the Ma-
honing Valley, Big Brothers Big Sisters
of Metro Milwaukee, Gettysburg Com-
munity Soup Kitchen, Officer Phil Child
Safety Program, Peters Township Cham-
ber Chase 5K, Ashley Food Pantry of St.
Le/Holy Rosary Church, Catholic Chari-
ties Diocese of Cleveland, City Mission
for the Homeless, and Cardinal Tomko
Chapter of the SCF.
Thanks to all our members and 

assemblies that help us to fulfill our
mission by holding Matching Funds
Projects and making contributions to 
organizations in their communities.

Punography Of The Month:
What do you call a dinosaur with an extensive vocabulary? A thesaurus. 

News of Narodniars
Celebrating birthdays this month are Home Office Staff member Lori Korte,

Peter Longstreth, Kelsey Marshall, and Carole Koches, and to all other members
having a birthday in March. 
We were saddened to hear of two local Pittsburgh members passing recently; Dr.

William Ferianc who was very involved in the society over the years; running As-
sembly 0700 for many years and attending National Conventions, and longtime
member Helen Klimchak. Deepest sympathies go out to the Ferianc and Klimchak
families from the NSS membership.
Best wishes for continued success in recuperation to Bucky Wesnak, father of

Director Drew Wesnak, and to Else Resosky as she rehabs.

Important, Important, Important!
Attention: Please clearly designate on your check, the tax year on any IRA/Roth

contributions you make through April 15, 2017. 
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A Page From My Notebook...
Linda M. Strom, Secretary/Treasurer
Email: lstrom@nsslife.org 

Time Flies
I can’t believe it’s already March.  

We have been so very busy with finan-
cial reporting, planning for the Assem-
bly Officers Seminar, planning for the
Winter Board Meeting and annual regu-
latory filings that I’ve lost track of time.  
I’d like to extend my condolences to the
family of Dr. William Ferianc, President
of Assembly 0700 in Pittsburgh who 
recently passed away. May God grant
them peace during this difficult time.

Assembly Officers 
Seminar
Plans are shaping up for a great 

seminar that once again will be hard
working with a bit of comic relief. Hope-
fully all our attendees have submitted
the necessary forms to register.  
872-162-323--Please contact Pam

Blum or me if you have any questions.
Safe travels and see you soon. 

NSS Heritage Museum
The NSS Heritage Museum is growing

in popularity and with that comes visi-
tors to tour the museum. If you or some-
one you know is planning a visit, you
must call in advance to make an ap-
pointment. This allows us to make sure
we are available to accommodate you.
There are times when we are very busy
and we don’t want to disappoint anyone
who has traveled to see it.  
Don’t forget the Museum is available

By Appointment Only by calling Pam
Blum at 1-800-488-1890 in the Home
Office to schedule a tour. 

Member Portal Log In
I’ve had several calls and emails from

members asking if there is a way to see
their account information. 
Go to our website, www.nsslife.org,

and you will see the words “Member
Login” at the upper right hand corner of
the web page. Click on Member Login
and follow the prompts to create your
own User ID and Password. Hope this
helps those that would like to take ad-
vantage of this member benefit. Let us
know if you run into any problems. We
are here to help. 

A Personal Comment
I’d like to extend my gratitude to all

those who have emailed or called to 
congratulate me for my selection as the
2017 Fraternal Societies of Greater
Pittsburgh Fraternalist of the Year. It is
so humbling to be amongst a long list of
fraternalists who have received this
award which includes President David
Blazek, Past President Joseph Stefka,
Honorary Director Paul Godor and for-
mer Director and Past Secretary/Trea-
surer Paul Payerchin, Jr.
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Access your account values 24/7 by going to the website:
www.nsslife.org and log in/register as a member.

8    
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Advantages of an NSS Annuity/IRA................

• Competitive interest rates
• Guaranteed minimum interest rate
• Tax-deferred earnings
• Avoids Probate
• Liquidity/Withdrawal features
• Flexible retirement income options
• No sales charges or fees

Did you know....

You can add money to 
almost any Annuity with
NSS-just send us a check. 
Any additional funds 

will not increase the time
period on early withdrawal
penalties. 

Current Interest Rates
Effective since January 1, 2013

Preferred Choice 1.00%
Optimum 3 2.00%
Preferred 5 3.00%
Preferred 8 3.50%

*Preferred 7 and Flex earning 4%, these plans are no longer available.
Please contact your NSS Life financial service representative or 

Joe Elliott in the Home Office at 1-800-488-1890. 

Any IRA or Roth deposits 
between now and April 18th
should be clearly marked as
deposits for tax year 2016 
or 2017.
Any monies received after
April 18, 2017 will be applied
to tax year 2017.
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It Is Tax Time And
IRA’s Can Help

Your taxes are due on Tuesday, April
18th this year. The reason is because
the 15th falls on a weekend and Mon-
day is a holiday. There isn’t much you
can do about what happened in 2016.
Your W-2 has already arrived and ex-
penses were previously paid. This is one
final adjustment to 2016 taxes that
many people may utilize - contributing
to 
an IRA. 
A person may contribute up to

$5,500 if they are under age 50 or
$6,500 if they are age 50 or older. A
taxpayer must have earned income and
meet certain (AGI) adjusted gross in-
come limits. For instance a married
couple, both have a retirement plan at
work and their AGI is less than
$98,000 then they could each put the
maximum amount in an IRA. If one
spouse has a retirement plan and the
other does not, and their AGI is less
than $184,000; then one may con-
tribute to an IRA. 
Here are the advantages to having an

IRA. A tax deduction may be worth up
to 25% depending on your tax bracket.
For example, a person puts $4,000 into
their IRA and this saves them $1,000
in taxes. Another advantage of IRAs is
the accumulation of retirement monies
to make your golden years a little more
secure. 
There are a few simple rules to remem-

ber about IRAs. All withdrawals are tax-
able. Should a withdrawal occur prior to
a person reaching age 59½ there may

From the Sales Department...
By Greg Felton, CLU, ChFC

Sales Director

Thought for the Month: 
It is not the strongest of the species that survives, nor the most intelligent,
but the one that is the most responsive to change. 

Charles Darwin – English naturalist (1809 - 1882)

be a 10% early withdrawal penalty from the IRS. There are some exceptions to
this penalty (i.e.: death, disability, etc.) IRA accounts may accumulate beyond re-
tirement age but at age 70½ you must begin to take some money out of the ac-
count – these are called required minimum distributions (RMDs).  
Here are a few things that may not be widely known about IRAs. Any tax refund

may be directly deposited into your IRA (use IRS form 8888). To open an IRA with
NSS a person can start with $90 per month. Our minimum account is $1,000 in
the first year. For more information or to receive a fact sheet about IRAs, please
contact your local representative or Joe Elliott in the Home Office.

Chances Are - You Need Life Insurance
Life insurance is a simple answer to a difficult question. How will my family

manage financially if I am no longer in the picture? Many people do not have any
life insurance or they only have what their employer offers. Here are some exam-
ples of specific life stages or events that might trigger the need for life insurance:

• Single or in college • Getting married or divorced
• A new baby • Purchasing a home
• Changing jobs • Planning for retirement

All of these events have some financial risk associated with them. Since life in-
surance is the greatest financial product ever devised it can be used to help rem-
edy some of this risk.
Generally life insurance proceeds are received tax-free. Some of our products

(i.e. whole life) feature cash or loan values, dividends, payment options and
choices should you elect to stop making payments. 
You can get specifics from your local representative or call Joe Elliott in the

Home Office for more information. We would be glad to help you get started with
some information.
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OUR DEPARTED MEMBERS 
January, 2017

Name City and State Date of Death              Assembly

Ancher, Julia Jefferson, OH 12/22/2016 0004
Banks, Anna Fort Worth, TX 12/09/2016 0737
Barosky, Patricia Johnstown, PA 11/25/2016 0774
Bayes, Ola Ripley, WV 12/13/2016 0774
Berry, Jessie Charleston, WV 01/07/2017 P38A
Blake, Paul Tavares, FL 12/16/2016 0441
Bliss, John Pittsburgh, PA 10/16/2016 L105
Brackmann, William McHenry, IL 12/16/2016 0586
Cardno, Lillian Largo, FL 11/10/2016 0381
Clutter Jr., Samuel Dean Indiana, PA 11/10/2016 L105
Dorman, Doris Red Lion, PA 12/10/2016 L102
Drezewski, Edward Washington, PA 01/02/2017 0588
Dvorscak, Richard Hazleton, PA 12/17/2016 L102
Evans, David Pittsburgh, PA 11/15/2016 0700
Fair, Leslie Myrtle Beach, SC 01/21/2017 0123
Francis, William McKees Rocks, PA 11/25/2016 L161
Furio, Steven Charleroi, PA 01/20/2017 0377
Gallik, Donna Columbiana, OH 01/04/2017 0731
Gray, George Pittsburgh, PA 12/30/2016 0434
Harnish, Mildred Vandergrift, PA 11/11/2016 L105
Hrinak, John Struthers, OH 12/22/2016 0731
Jones, Anna Bridgeport, WV 12/02/2016 0774
Jones, Shirley Monongahela, PA 12/28/2016 0377
Kopinsky, Edward Walton Hill, OH 12/09/2016 0432
Kobrin, Eleanor Fair Lawn, NJ 10/08/2016 0110
Lamb, Marsha Altadena, CA 01/10/2017 0568
Lindsay, Daniel New Waterford, OH 12/28/2016 0731
Lorinc, Michael J Pittsburgh, PA 12/23/2016 0700
Maola, Rebecca Monroeville, PA 12/08/2016 L105
Michael, Anita Clarion, PA 01/16/2017 0554
Mika, Mildred Cumberland, OH 12/21/2016 0595
Mizikar, Francis Belle Vernon, PA 10/31/2016 0377
Moran, Mary Midway, WV 12/29/2016 0774
Olsen, John Mars, PA 12/27/2016 0434
Omasta, Bernadine M Indiana, PA 11/08/2016 0774
Pajak, Margaret Pittsburgh, PA 12/16/2016 0100
Pavicic, Richard Pittsburgh, PA 12/20/2016 0123
Reddy, Catherine South Park, PA 01/16/2017 0434
Schaub, Rickey Botkins, OH 11/23/2016 0595
Sloan, Harvey Rome, GA 11/21/2016 0774
Sparagna, Elizabeth Beaver, PA 01/09/2017 0123
Stevens, Hyla Baker, WV 12/17/2016 0774
Torkos, Patricia Pittsburgh, PA 10/21/2016 L161
Toth, Mary Lewisburg, TN 11/30/2016 L002
Violi, James Columbia Station, OH 11/12/2016 0004
Vircik, John Linden, NJ 12/11/2016 0110
White, Harold Apollo, PA 12/12/2016 L105
Whiteley, Lois Greensboro, NC 12/04/2016 0774
Zancig Sr., Robert J Thiensville, WI 12/13/2015 0774
Zemarel, Francis A Pittsburgh, PA 11/16/2016 L105

On Tuesday,
January 31, our
Assembly 586
lost a special
member.
Lenore Demma
passed away
suddenly, sad-
dening all of
her fellow
586’ers and her

family especially. Lenore was 71 and
lived by herself in her beautiful home
in Orland Park, Illinois. Lenore and her
late husband of 49 years, Carl Demma,
moved there after his retirement from
the Chicago Police Department. She
and her children and family were very
close and spent lots of time together.
Lenore, Carl, their children and

grandchildren all belong(ed) to the NSS
and Assembly 586. The Demmas were
avid quadrennial convention attendees
and would usually bring along a grand-
child or two to join in on the special
projects, activities and fun times we all
had together, whether in Williamsburg
VA, Erie PA or other meeting venues.
They are most likely remembered fondly
by many of you readers. We had good
times too at parties Lenore hosted at
their home and at activities she and
Carl planned together.
Lenore is survived by her sister,

Janet, her children Billy, Marijo and
Jeffrey, and grandchildren Valerie, 
Andrea, Vincent, Amanda and Amy.
Our assembly’s next activity will be

dedicated to remembering and sharing
memories of Lenore.

Val Demma and 
Janet Tomaskovic

Assembly 586

Lenore Demma 
Passes On - A0586

�

Happy Birthday
to Dad - 

Peter Longstreth 
on his 90 birthday.

Love You Always,
Jill
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Memorial Tree
Leaf Donations
Donation:
Gertrude Mellett 250.00

PVR Scholarship 
Fund Donations

� YES, I want to help our young 
members attain their academic goals.
Here is my donation of $ ________. 

Name:                                                        

Assembly:                                                  

Address:                                          

City: 

State:

Zip:                

Please issue your check to: 
NSS PVR Scholarship Fund

And send to: 
National Slovak Society 
351 Valley Brook Road 
McMurray, PA 15317

In Memory of Viola Lassiter:
From Assembly 0123 20.00

Donations:  
Donald Lemmon 50.00
Randy and Sue Zaleski 100.00

�

�

This Month in 
National Slovak Society
History
Joseph Stefka, Jr. Chairman of the
Board

March, 1919
The National Slovak Society was

engaged in a five-month campaign
ending in March to fight the Spanish
Fever epidemic sweeping through a
number of American cities. A total of
522 NSS members would succumb
to the disease. The Society dispensed
a total of $402,450 to fight the dis-
ease.

March,1945
The Mayor of Pittsburgh, Pennsyl-

vania, Cornelius D. Scully, declared
March 24, 1945, as American Slovak
Memorial Day at the request of the
National Slovak Society’s leadership.
The event was held to remember 46
Slovak Americans who had returned
to Europe and died fighting in the
Slovak National Uprising in the Fall
of 1944.

March, 1990
The transfer of one-hundred Cana-

dian National Slovak Society members
to the First Slovak Catholic Union was
completed. The National Slovak Soci-
ety would no longer be doing business
in Canada.

March, 1994
On March 3, 1994, Honorary Vice-

President Mary T. Mravec died. Mary
was instrumental in establishing the
Peter V. Rovnianek Scholarship Fund
at the XXIV Convention held in Pitts-
burgh, Pennsylvania, in 1966.

All you need for these are Hershey
Kisses, green M&Ms, and mini pret-
zels. You use three pretzels, one kiss,
and one green M&M for each pretzel
bite.
Preheat your oven to 250 degrees

and set your pretzels up like the photo
above on a cookie sheet (shamrock
pretzel shape)
After all your pretzels are set up,

then you add one hershey kiss to the
top of the shamrock pretzel top and
put them in the oven for about 2-3
minutes to help soften the chocolate,
but not completely melt it.
Pull them out of the oven after a few

minutes and smoosh the M&M on top
of the kiss to hold the whole thing to-
gether…then place in the refrigerator
overnight to solidify the chocolate
kisses again.
This is your perfect little treat for a

St. Patrick’s Day party! There’s some-
thing SO tasty about chocolate and
salty pretzels!!

MAY YOUR DAY
be touched with a bit of

Irish Luck
brightened by a song

in your heart
AND WARMED WITH

SMILES
by the people you

LOVE

Did You Know??
There are 4 cities in the

U.S. named Shamrock. They
are in West Virginia, Texas,
Indiana and Oklahoma.

DONATE TO THE PVR
SCHOLARSHIP FUND
Here are four good reasons why making
a donation makes sense...

• Every penny donated goes directly
into the PVR Scholarship Fund.
• Your contribution will help our young
members achieve their academic goals.
• Your donation may benefit your own
son, daughter, niece or nephew. 
• Every year, requests for grants in-
crease, making more demands on the
PVR Scholarship Fund.
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ASSEMBLY 039
Uniontown, PA
Congratulations to Secretary/Trea-

surer, Linda Strom for being selected
by the Fraternal Societies of Greater
Pittsburgh as their “2017 Fraternalist
of the Year”.  This is a great honor to
be recognized by your peers for your
fraternal efforts in your society, in Pitts-
burgh, the Commonwealth of Pennsyl-
vania and nationally. There will be a
dinner in her honor, at the Southpointe
Golf Club on Saturday, March 25th.
You are invited to attend our next

meeting which will be  a “Pre-Lenten
Dinner”,  on Sunday, March 5th in the
community room of the Eat’n Park
Restaurant starting at 6:00 pm. Come
and enjoy the fraternal fellowship over
a free dinner as we prepare for the
Lenten Season.
As you plan your summer schedule,

be sure to mark on your calendar for
our annual Summer Bar-B-Q on
Sunday, June 11th. We will meet at the
Knights of Columbus picnic pavilion,
on Gallatin Avenue Extension at 1:00
pm. This is a free event to members
and non-members alike. 
Our young members are reminded

about the NSS May Art Contest. It will
be here before your know it! Rules and
regulations are on the NSS website at:
nsslife.org. Deadline is May 1st!!!
Lent starts March 1st with Ash

Wednesday celebrations. Instead of 
giving up something this Lenten Sea-
son, why not plan to take on a special
fraternal effort to others. 
Have a blessed Lent!

John Payerchin
President

�

�

ASSEMBLY 377 
Bentleyville, PA
A meeting will be held on March 19th,

2017 at Meadows Lane at the Meadows
Casino, Washington, PA at 3:00 pm. 
We will have teams bowling, so please

join us! Also, bring one or two canned
goods for donation to the local food
bank. You do not have to bowl if you do
not want to bowl. Lunch will be served
and we will conduct a business meeting
to discuss activities for the year and 
officers. You do not have to RSVP. I
hope you can attend. Cheers and 
Fraternally yours.

Suzanne Skrypak
Secretary

�

�

ASSEMBLY 123
Coraopolis, PA
We still need some volunteers to 

help with our efforts at the World Vision
Warehouse on Tuesday, March 14th.
Your help will be much appreciated.
Volunteering will be from 9:30 am to
11:30 am.  Afterwards, we will have a
short business meeting and lunch. Mary
Maniecki (412-264-3546) is waiting for
your call. She can fill you in on all the
details and directions.
Assembly 123 wants to offer best

wishes to Mr. Peter Longstreth who will
be turning 90 on March 11th. A fine
gentleman you would ever want to know.
God bless you!
Recently we added two new members

to our assembly, Zachary McGovern and
James Baranowski. They are the ninth
and tenth grandchildren of Gary and
Diane Baranowski to become members.
Buying a life insurance policy on your
grandchildren is a wonderful gift.
Happy St. Patrick’s Day to all our

Irish members, but I hear everyone is
Irish on St. Pat’s Day so let’s each of us
celebrate and have a very fine time.
Daylight saving time begins on March

12th and spring arrives on March 20th.
So brighten up and put the winter blahs
behind you and march into Spring.
It is the Lenten season, so if you have

to give up something may I suggest we
give up all those negative thoughts and
bitter feelings as we prepare ourselves
for a glorious Easter and replace them
with action to help our neighbors in
need and come join us at World Vision.

Bill Knoll
President

ASSEMBLY L075
Duryea, PA
Mark your calendars for all of our 

activities that we have planned through
out the year. 
A meeting will be held on April 9th,

2017 at the Grande's Restaurant in
Moosic, PA at 1:00 pm. 
On May 13th, 2017 members will as-

sist the US Postal workers for their an-
nual food drive and our Join Hands Day
at the Knights of Columbus Hall,
Pittston, PA. from 10:00 am - 5:00 pm.

August 6, 2017 will be our fraternal
summer picnic at the Mercateli-Segelia
Park, Moosic, PA. Members will bring a
covered dish and items for the Chinese
auction, conducted by Marlin Petro
Wesnak Region 2 President. Fraternal
Director Bill Wesnak will cook up hotdog's
and hamburgers. The Margaret Pilosi
Scholarship winner will be announced
and Bingo will be played for prizes.
We will host a bingo and pizza party

for the veterans at the Wilkes Barre V A
2nd floor recreation room on August
13th, 2017 at 2:00 pm.
Our final meeting of the year will be

on October 22nd, 2017 at the Grande's
Restaurant, Moosic, PA at 1:00 pm.

Lehrae Ann Edwards
Secretary

ASSEMBLY 070/C070
Brooklyn, OH
A meeting will be held on Sunday,

April 2, 2017 at Dr. Martin Luther
Church, 4470 Ridge Road, Brooklyn,
Ohio at 11:30 am.
We will be making plans for our fu-

ture events. This includes our picnic,
Join Hands Day, and kolbasi making for
Easter. Refreshments will be served.

John Karkosiak
Secretary/Treasurer

ASSEMBLY R059/RC59
Whitehall, PA
Our assembly will hold the following

meetings during the year of 2017.
April 30, 2017 - Meeting & Coffee

Hour will be held at St. Nicholas Ortho-
dox Church following Divine Liturgy.

July 30, 2017 - Meeting at the
Sawarynski’s residence at 1:00 pm.

October 1, 2017 - Hot Dog Fundraiser
to benefit the Allentown Rescue Mis-
sion at St. Nicholas Orthodox Church
following Divine Liturgy.

Call Nancy Sabol at 610-266-7346
for directions and/or additional informa-
tion. Members are urged to attend.

Eliazbeth Sabol
Treasurer



w w w. n s s l i f e . o r g |  N AT I O N A L  N E W S 13

REGION 5
Pittsburgh, PA
The spring meeting of Region #5 will

be held on Sunday, March 19, 2017, at
1:00 p.m. at the NSS Home Office in
McMurray, PA. All assemblies in Region
#5 are requested to send representa-
tives to the meeting. A luncheon will be
served following the meeting. 

Joseph Stefka, Jr.
President-Region #5

ASSEMBLY 554
Curwensville, PA
Our assembly will meet on the 

following dates in 2017, April 16, July
2, September 3, and  November 5. 
Meetings will be held at the home of 

Jim Stricek, 135 McCullough Street 
in DuBois, PA at 2:00 pm. 
For information and directions con-

tact Jim at (814) 590-7021 or
assembly554@gmail.com 

Jim Stricek
Secretary

ASSEMBLY 737
Westmoreland County, PA
A meeting will be held on March 

18, 2017 at the home of Paul J Godor,
9280 Clubview Drive, North Hunting-
don, PA at 1:00 pm. All assembly busi-
ness will be discussed at this time. 
Coffee and dessert will be served 

following the meeting. 
Carol Godor
Treasurer

ASSEMBLY 588
Slovan, PA
Mark your calendar for a meeting 

on Monday, April 24, 2017. Time and
place will be published in the next
issue.  

Annette Stefka
Secretary

�

�

�

ASSEMBLY 586
Chicago, IL
A meeting will be held on Sunday,

April 2nd, 2017 at Old Vilnius Cafe,
Darien, IL, at 2:00 pm. Members will
be reminded via email as the date 
approaches.

Janet Tomaskovic
Secretary

�

Junior Pittsburgh Slovakians
We’d like you to become a part of our performing ensemble!

* Learn to sing, dance and/or play the violin.
* No experience necessary, we’ll show  you! 

* Meet new friends
* Learn about your Slovak Heritage!

* Perform at the Pittsburgh Folk Festival, Slovak Day, 
Slovak Heritage Festival at Pitt as well as other events!

We are now accepting new members and would like to invite you to come and find out
what we are all about!  For more information, call Sue Ondrejco at 412-421-1204 or e-mail:
sue.ondrejco@gmail.com

Members Visit Home Office and Museum

Rich and Veronica De Sanctis, members of Assembly #110 spent an afternoon
visiting the Home Office and Heritage Museum. Pam Blum (center) gave them a
wonderful tour of the offices and the museum with the highlight being the wood
carving display. 

Ohio Fraternal Alliance
Scholarship Program
The Ohio Fraternal Alliance will 

award a $500 college scholarship to
three graduating high school seniors in
2017. Applicant must be an Ohio resi-
dent and a current member of a frater-
nal society belonging to the Ohio
Fraternal Congress. They also must be a
2017 high school graduate.

An application may be obtained
from The Ohio Fraternal Alliance web-
site: http:/www.ohiofc.org or Call Robert
Tiell (home) 419-595-2756 or (cell)
419-934-0227 - Email:
robertstiell@aol.com.
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Visit our website at ww.nsslife.org 

Assembly L075 Officers 
2017-2018

Installation of Officers for the 2017-2018 term was held
at Terry's Diner in Moosic, Pa. in January. The officers were
installed by Patricia Gorgol former officer. Dinner followed the
installation and gifts were given to all the members in atten-
dance including the children who received special bags. 
Member Joe Yanichko made a wooden snowman and 2

sleds that were raffled and the winner was Adam Edwards. 
Shown at Installation were: Good Will Ambassador Joseph

Gorgol, Hospitality/Youth Director Marlin Petro-Wesnak, Fra-
ternal Director Bill Wesnak, Jr., Secretary/Treasurer Lehrae
Ann Edwards, Vice President Lucy Piccoletti, President Gary
Edwards and Installing officer Patricia Gorgol.

Scenes from Assembly 0123 Activities

Bill Knoll, President of 
Assembly 123 and Louis
Boettner at the Merrick
Art Gallery pretending to
be Art Critics.

Assembly 123 members, Peter and Judith Jeffrey celebrating with their
daughter Jill Jeffrey Carra after she just starred in the play “Into The
Woods.”

Assembly 123 members having a Christmas dinner together.

Christmas Eve 2016
Butwin Family
and members of
Assembly 705 
in Seelyville, 
Indiana met on
Christmas Eve
2016 to cele-
brate family. We
gathered at the
home of Mike &
Ann Butwin in
Terre Haute. Over
50 family mem-

bers were able to make the time to celebrate together and
enjoy a meal. Tradition dictates that favorite family side
dishes and desserts be brought in with the main meat being
provided by the Assembly. We tried something new this year
with pulled pork as a main dish. Everyone was able to catch
up on all of life's activities from the previous year and we wel-
comed new family members as Jack Welch attended his first
Butwin Christmas Eve celebration. The two daughters, Helen
M. Meunier & Dorothy Jones, and daughter-in-law, Betty
Butwin, of John & Anna Butwin, founding members of As-
sembly 705, were in attendance with their children, grand-
children and great-grandchildren. After dinner, all the young
ones gathered in the livingroom to sing songs and await the
arrival of Santa Claus. The kids were so excited to see what
Santa had brought for them. Mrs. Claus even made an ap-
pearance this year. The cameras were clicking as everyone
wanted to capture the magic of Christmas. Tim Butwin &
Ellen Welch provided props and picture frames to create a
photo booth to add to the fun of picture taking. After another
successful get together, everyone wished each other a Merry
Christmas with plans to meet again next year.

Dorothy A. Buck, Secretary

Dorothy Jones, Betty Butwin & Helen M. Meunier



I’m proud to have been with NSS for more than seven
years. As the Sales Director I interact with agents and
members every day. It is my pleasure to work with you and I
know our entire staff feels the same way. As a membership
organization we are here to help you. We want all of your
experiences with NSS to be positive and productive.
I have been in the insurance business my whole life and

had a wide variety of positions both in the field and in the
home office. As I look back I think this variety of experi-
ences has prepared me well to help serve you better. I love
the fraternal aspect of NSS where in addition to products
we offer you “complimentary benefits” also known as frater-
nal benefits. Be sure and check them out.    
I have a wonderful wife who is my best friend, Rhonda

for the past 37 years. We have three children and one 
terrific grandson. In my spare time I enjoy golfing, reading
and some travelling. 
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2016 Joseph Stefka Memorial Golf
Award Winner

The 2016 winner of the
Joseph Stefka Memorial
Golf Award, Albert Suess,
is pictured receiving the
award from Chairman of
the Board Joseph Stefka,
Jr.  Albert, with a net
score of 136, is a two-
time winner of the
award. Albert first won
the award in 2006. The
2016 National Golf Tour-

nament at Treasure Lake Silver Golf Course marked the 23rd
year the Joseph Stefka Memorial Golf award was presented.
The award was established in 1994 by Kathryn Stefka, the
wife of our late National President Joseph Stefka. Each of
the winners has received a plaque from the Stefka family
and has had their name engraved on a composite plaque at
the Home Office. A total of twenty golfers have won the
award with three golfers, Jim Morehart, Rick Zbin, and Albert
Suess winning the award twice. The 2017 NSS National Golf
Tournament will be held at The Links at Firestone Farms in
Columbiana, Ohio, the weekend of July 14-16, 2017. Please
join us for a weekend of fun and great golf at this year’s NSS
National Golf tournament.

Spotlight On Greg Felton, 
CLU, CHFC
Sales Director

ANNUAL SLOVAK MASS &   
EASTER CUSTOMS BREAKFAST

Saturday, April 8, 2017

St. Adalbert Church
160 So.15th Street, South Side

10:45 a.m. -- Recitation of Rosary (in Slovak)
11:00 a.m. -- Slovak Mass
12:15 p.m. -- SAMPLE SLOVAK EASTER FOODS
sunka (ham) sirek (egg cheese) hrin (beets & horseradish)
kolbasy (sausage) paska (sweet bread) kolace (baked goods)

Prince of Peace Parish Center
81 South 13th Street, South Side

* Homemade Baked Goods
* Craft Demonstrations
* Cultural Displays

* Imported Slovak gifts
* Slovak "Auction" / Raffles

ADMISSION FREE - Donations Gratefully Accepted
For more information call (412) 481-8380

Slovakia Heritage Tour 
September 8-17, 2017
Celebrate the fall harvest and the beautiful culture, history 

and countryside of Slovakia, up close and personal, on the 2017
Slovakia Heritage ten-day, small group tour. From September 8-
17, we’ll explore important cities, medieval towns and historic
sites as well as folk-life museums, the Tatry mountains and 
picturesque villages. We’ll join in a few of the harvest and wine
festivals that bring alive Slovakia’s long music and craft traditions. 

Optional genealogical research,  ancestral village and family
visits available. For more information: Visit www.slovakiaher-
itage.com or contact Judith Northup-Bennett, Slovakia Her-
itage Tours at  978-544-5144  or
slovakiaheritagetours@gmail.com



8    
M A R C H  2 0 1 7  |  N S S  L I F E16

-����������	
������������	��� 

����������	������ 
�������������������������������������������	��������
������������ 	��������!������	���!�����"�����	��������
�����������!� �����������	�#�!���$�	� �����%��&�'������
�(�����������!����	�������������������)����*�+���	$& 

���������	
��
������������
����������
�������������������
���������	�����
��
�����������
����������� ������������

��� 
������������!��"������
�
����������
���������������������������!
�����	��###��
������������������������###�����!��
�����
��������������
��
�����
���	�������������

�����
������������$���������������%&#���������
����
�	����������
#�'
���������������������

(����� �����)����������������)�)��
��*��������
�������
��������)�����	�
��!������������������
�����������
�������������������
���������� ���

�����
��������%&#������+�

���
�� 
�� �������� ��	��� ��� 
	�
	��������

	�� ����� ������ 
	�	���� �� ���	�� ���
����� ��� ��� ���� ��� � 
	�
	������ �����

	�� ����� ������ ���������� �������
������������
 ������������
	�
	����
����!�������"���
������� �	�
��� ������ 
�� ���� �������
� #�����
������������$���
����
	���#�����������	�!������"�

,��-������������
�+.—

��� �	����	(�
��/����	������������
�����&�������!��

���"��������"0� �!0��!����
!��	�!���1����������	����	��
�*�2
!���������������������!#�����
��	�����& 

�������������������� 

3"�!	1���������������	�����*����-���
���"�	4�������	�����	�!�5�
!�	�#1����������1��������� ��������
	�"(���(����� �����&�6��������������
7���!����7�	�#1���������"������"������
������������������	�!�	��������������& 
7�	�#1�����0� 4��� ���	�� 	�!�8� � ���

��� �#��(��� ������(��� ���!�����&� 9"!���!�� ��� ���
�(���	�� � �����(��� �� �����	�� ��������	(��� ����/���
�
���������
��� ��������
�"��	�����������	���&�:(!���� ��
 "�!	1������ ������ "���� 	�!�5� �� ��	������ 	������
�"�� ���������	(���	������
���������(������� "��������
����� �� �( ��"�  � 	�!�� ��	��!#1��� ��������-�������
�
����#���
�*�!��������& 

�����������������  
 
%��*�#�	$�������!
���������"�����������!; 
 

%��<��$����=�>&�����?�������$� ��
����	����& 
 

@����5���7� �*����=�A&�����?�"���	����	����#���������1& 

 

%����54���7� �*����	����������������"��!��1	����&  
 

'�B�7� �*���������������
�"������"���0����&� 

 

'�B�	����54���7� �*��"����	�����1#
��	�������	�"���&� 

+�/�����������������>��
�����&�:���������"�(�
������!���	����(�������
���������� 	�	��
�����2
������������� ��!��
�����& 
@�������������4���
��������������������	�!��
�������/�!��	����B���2
��	�������/���������& 

��������!���!����������
�	���&�C�	
��������	����
������������	�����
	�����1����8����&�D���
�����	(�����"�����	�����
!��������"�����������
�����& 


������������!���������!����� 

'�B�����$�	� �����%������������>���������E���	��������
�!���������������	0�����#������	����	��	������	0�
��������� �������������&�7��	��������"��8�����	��
����	(�0����–	����*�&��$& 

������������	�����������������	���



17w w w. n s s l i f e . o r g |  N AT I O N A L  N E W S 17

NSS ASSEMBLY OFFICERS &
AMBASSADORS MEETING

RSVP TODAY

MARCH 25, 2017
MARK YOUR CALENDARS! 

JOIN US MARCH 25TH FOR THE NSS ASSEMBLY OFFICERS
AND AMBASSADORS MEETING IN CANONSBURG, PA. THE DAY

WILL CONSIST OF A VARIETY OF EVENTS TO INCLUDE A
LEADERSHIP WORKSHOP AND VOLUNTEER EVENT. COME MEET
YOUR LIKE-MINDED PEERS AND NETWORK WITH NSS LEADERS

FROM ACROSS THE COUNTRY. 

LOCATION: NATIONAL SLOVAK SOCIETY OF THE USA
351 VALLEY BROOK ROAD

MCMURRAY, PA 15317

RSVP LINK: HTTP://EVITE.ME/TQPQVMAGFA
QUESTIONS: NSSAMBASSADORS@NSSLIFE.ORG
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NSS Life Anniversary Offer Program

Offering Quality life insurance 
for a limited time only! 
February 1st, 2017 to March 31st, 2017

The NSS Life Anniversary O�er uses our twenty-pay life plan (however you may 
use the single premium plan as well). The advantages of a permanent plan include 

cash/loan values, reduced paid-up insurance options, dividends and more.

We are pleased to introduce this 
new and exciting opportunity 
for you to purchase additional 

life insurance protection for you 
and your family.

This simpli�ed issue 
NSS Life Anniversary O�er 

is available to members, 
their families, and friends.

The maximum amount of insurance 
being o�ered will depend on your age:

There is a limit of one policy per person.  Anyone 
previously declined since 1/1/12 is not eligible for this 

program.  Also excludes terminally ill, permanently 
disabled, those on SSI and any mentally impaired 

individuals.  If you purchased this plan last year you are 
excluded from this year’s o�er.  Other exclusions may 

apply.  Rates are based on age nearest birthday.

ISSUE AGES 
 

0-50 
51-65 
66-75

MAXIMUM AMOUNT 
 OF INSURANCE
 $10,000
 $7,500
 $5,000

*See back of page for complete rate listings.

The National Slovak Society of the USA
351 Valley Brook Road  •  McMurray, PA 15317-3337  •  1-800- 488-1890  •  sales@nsslife.org

This is a great opportunity as a 
member of NSS Life to share your 
experience with non-members. 
If we issue them a policy, your 

recommender fee is worth up to 
$25 as our thank you.

Recommender for 
Family and Friends

I would like to recommend a family member or friend!

Prospect name: __________________________________________________________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________

City: ___________________________________________________________________________

State: _______ Zip: ________________ Daytime phone number: __________________________

REFERRED BY:

Member name: __________________________________________________________________

Daytime phone number: __________________________________________________________
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The National Slovak Society of the USA
351 Valley Brook Road  •  McMurray, PA 15317-3337  •  1-800- 488-1890  •  sales@nsslife.org

This is a great opportunity as a 
member of NSS Life to share your 
experience with non-members. 
If we issue them a policy, your 
recommender is worth up to 

$25 as our thank you.

Twenty Year Life Insurance Policy Rates

Recommender for 
Family and Friends

Age

0

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

Male Female

Annual Payment

68.70

70.30

72.10

73.80

75.90

78.00

80.40

82.90

85.60

88.30

91.10

94.20

97.40

100.50

103.70

106.70

109.90

113.00

116.30

119.70

123.00

126.50

130.20

134.20

138.40

142.90

147.50

152.40

157.70

Annual Payment

58.20

59.50

61.00

62.50

64.20

65.80

67.00

69.60

71.70

73.70

75.90

78.40

80.80

83.20

85.90

88.50

91.30

94.10

97.00

100.10

103.20

106.70

110.00

113.60

117.40

121.30

125.40

129.60

134.20

Twenty Pay Life
$10,000

Age

29

30

31

32

33

34

35

36

37

38

39

40

41

42

43

44

45

46

47

48

49

50

Male Female

Age

54

55

56

57

58

59

60

61

62

63

64

65

Male Female

Annual Payment

163.30

169.00

174.90

181.30

187.80

194.90

202.00

208.00

214.30

221.10

227.90

234.70

241.90

249.70

257.20

265.30

273.50

281.90

290.90

300.20

309.10

317.80

Annual Payment

138.70

143.40

148.60

153.70

159.20

164.80

170.70

175.90

180.80

186.50

192.00

197.40

203.10

209.10

215.10

221.30

227.40

233.80

240.70

247.50

254.50

261.80

Twenty Pay Life
$7,500

Age

51

52

53

Male Female

Annual Payment

244.58

250.20

256.05

Annual Payment

202.05

207.83

214.13

Annual Payment

262.13

268.20

274.73

281.85

289.20

297.30

305.78

314.78

324.75

335.03

346.05

357.83

Annual Payment

220.65

226.80

232.65

237.60

242.55

248.10

253.80

260.03

267.00

274.13

281.78

290.03

Twenty Pay Life
$5,000

Age

66

67

68

69

70

71

72

73

74

75

76

77

78

79

80

Male Female

Annual Payment

247.05

256.20

266.40

277.55

289.25

302.00

316.10

330.70

346.70

363.20

380.65

399.80

419.95

441.70

465.40

Annual Payment

199.25

205.70

213.15

221.40

230.25

240.10

251.25

263.10

276.45

290.45

305.70

322.75

341.15

361.40

383.75

Other modes of payment are available including:  Semi-Annual (.52)  •  Quarterly (.265)  •  Monthly (.09) (Rate x Annual Premium)

I would like to recommend a family member or friend!

Prospect name: __________________________________________________________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________

City: ___________________________________________________________________________

State: _______ Zip: ________________ Daytime phone number: __________________________

REFERRED BY:

Member name: __________________________________________________________________

Daytime phone number: __________________________________________________________
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2017 Fraternalist of the Year
Nominations Due: April 1st, 2017

See Page 7 for Form

24 M A R C H 2 0 1 7 | N S S L I F E

DEADLINE FOR PUBLICATION
Please be advised that all articles, notices, etc.,
MUST BE received by the Home Office no later
than the 5th of the month. Every effort will be
made to publish the article and photos in a timely
manner and space permitting. Also, all articles
should be typewritten in regular type.

National Slovak Society
(USES 0371-140)
351 Valley Brook Road
McMurray, PA 15317-3337

Non-Profit Org.
U.S. Postage

PAID
Pittsburgh, PA

Permit No. 1166

Change of Address

Please use this form to register your change of
address for the National News and mail to the Home
Office. Upon receipt of this form completed in its
entirety, the staff will immediately implement the
change. Thank you.

Name

Assembly No.

New Address

City

State Zip

Former Address

City

State Zip

Recommender Information:

Name:

Phone:

Prospect Information:

Name:

Phone:

Address:

City: State Zip

Could you use a little extra “green?”
Recommender
As a proud member of NSS Life, there is no better time than now to share
your experience with family and friends. Best of all, you will receive a cash
reward for recommending someone that we issue a policy to. You will receive
a $25 recommender fee ($10 on the youth term product) for each person
that becomes a member.

Send form to Joe Elliott at the Home Office.
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Name 

Assembly No. 

New Address 

City 

State Zip

Former Address

City

State Zip

Recommender Information:

Name:  

Phone:

Prospect Information:

Name:

Phone: 

Address:

City: State Zip 

Could you use a little extra “green?”
Recommender
As a proud member of NSS Life, there is no better time than now to share
your experience with family and friends. Best of all, you will receive a cash
reward for recommending someone that we issue a policy to. You will receive
a $25 recommender fee ($10 on the youth term product) for each person
that becomes a member. 

Send form to Joe Elliott at the Home Office.
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