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REGION 2 Assemblies L075, 0617

April 9 Assembly L075, Meeting, Grande’s Restaurant, Moosic, PA at 1:00 pm
  May 13 Assembly L075, Join Hands Day, Knights of Columbus Hall, Pittston, PA 10 am - 5 pm
June 17 Assembly 0617, Meeting, (Time and place to be announced)
August 6 Assembly L075, Picnic, Mercatelli-Segelia Park, Moosic, PA (Time to be announced)
August 13 Assembly L075, Bingo/Pizza Party, Wilkes Barre, V A at 2:00 pm
October 22 Assembly L075, Meeting, Grande’s Restaurant, Moosic, PA at 1:00 pm

REGION 5 Assemblies P38A, 0039, 0100, L105, 0108, 0123, L161, 0377, 0434, 0441, 0588, 0737, 
0774

April 9 Assembly 0123,Spring Flower Show, Phipps Conservatory, Oakland, PA at 12:50 pm
May 1 Assembly 0588, Meeting, Panera Bread, North Fayette, PA at 6:30 pm
June 11 Assembly 0039, Picnic, (Summer Bar-B-Q) Knights of Columbus picnic pavilion at 1:00 pm
September 10 Assembly 0039, Meeting, (Stuffers Club-9/11 Dinner) Eat’n Park, Uniontown, PA at 6:00 pm
September 18 Assembly 0588, Meeting, Time/place to be announced
November 6 Assembly 0588, Meeting, Time/place to be announced
December 3 Assembly 0039, Christmas Party, Knights of Columbus Hall, Uniontown, PA at 2:00 pm

REGION 8 Assemblies 0004, 0070, 0160, 0432, 0595
April 2 Assembly 0070, Meeting, Dr. Martin Luther Church, Brooklyn, OH at 11:30 am 
April 18 Assembly 0432, Meeting, Pytel residence, North Olmsted, OH at 7:30 pm

REGION 14 Assemblies RO59, L102

April 6 Assembly L102, Easter Bake Sale pick-up. Call Marge at 610-866-8945. 
April 30 Assembly R059, Meeting/Coffee Hour, St Nicholas Orthodox Church, following Divine Liturgy
July 30 Assembly R059, Meeting, Sawarynski’s residence at 1:00 pm
October 1 Assembly R059, Meeting/Fundraiser, St. Nicholas Orthodox Church, following Divine Liturgy

REGION 15 Assemblies L002, 0028
No activities at this time

AT LARGE Assemblies R019, L040, 0110, 0236, 0267, 0381, 0554, 0568, 0586, 0705, 0731, 
0800, 0813

April 9 Assembly 0568, Easter Mass/Lunch/Meeting, Pope John Paul II Polish Center at 1:00 pm
April 16 Assembly 0554, Meeting, Jim Stricek’s residence, DuBois, PA at 2:00 pm
April 16 Assembly 0705, Meeting, Buck residence, Seelyville, IN at 1:00 pm
April 22 Assembly 0731, Easter Egg Hunt, Poland Christian Church, Struthers Rd., Lowellville at 3:00 pm
April 30 Assembly 0586, Meeting, Hackney’s in Palos Hills at 3:30 pm
May 6 Assembly 0731, John Hands Day, Poland Christian Church, Struthers RD, Lowellville at 3:00 pm
June 25 Assembly 0705, Meeting, Buck residence, Seelyville, IN at 1:00 pm
July 2 Assembly 0554, Meeting, Jim Stricek’s residence, DuBois, PA at 2:00 pm
September 3 Assembly 0554, Meeting, Jim Stricek’s residence, DuBois, PA at 2:00 pm
September 17 Assembly 0705, Meeting, Buck residence, Seelyville, IN at 1:00 pm
November 5 Assembly 0705, Meeting, Buck residence, Seelyville, IN at 1:00 pm
November 5 Assembly 0554, Meeting, Jim Stricek’s residence, DuBois, PA at 2:00 pm
December 24 Assembly 0705, Christmas Eve Party at Butwin Residence at 6:00 pm

Activities At A Glance

12th Consular Tour of Slovakia -------  July 29th to August 11th, 2017
Slovak Honorary Consul Joe Senko and his Slovak born wife, Albina, have assembled a deluxe tour of Slovakia which includes
history-rich cities of Bratislava, Sastin, Skalica, Trencin, Bojnice, Rajecke Teplice, Cicmany, High Tatras, Levoca,Kezmarok,
Zdiar, Stara Lubovna, Kocise, Bardejov, Jedlinka and Presov. As you travel through the various regions of Slovakia, arrange-
ments can be made for you to visit relatives or family towns and villages for an additional cost. These are just some of the high-
lights of our tour. What makes this tour unique is that it includes a tour of two castles, a mock wedding, two wine tastings,
rafting between Slovakia and Poland, and a welcome reception with the Mayor of Presov.
At no extra cost, Joe and Albina have included a tour of Vienna and Poland. While in Poland, we will visit the famous shrine

of Czestochowa, Zakopane and Krakow, including tours of Auschwitz and Wieliczka salt mine.
The total price for this complete tour is just $3,798 per person (double occupancy). The tour includes airfare from Pittsburgh or

Newark, two delicious meals daily, four-star hotels, airconditioned bus, a professional guide and more. For a copy of a detailed
daily itinerary, contact Joe Senko at jtsenko@aol.com or 412-956-6000.



From The 
President’s Desk…

David G. Blazek, FIC
President, CEO
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Good morning on this beautiful
Spring Day. Winter is gone and now we
can enjoy the blooming of flowers and
trees as we enter the first full month of
Spring. As of this writing in early March,
the winter of 2017 will go down as a
very mild one. There were many days in
February that the temperature in the
area of the Home Office reached into
the 60 and 70 degree marks. 
This month we will celebrate Easter

on the 16th of the month. May you and
your family have a Blessed Easter. Later
in the month we will once again be join-
ing with the First Catholic Slovak Union
to participate in our annual bowling
tournament on the weekend of April 21-
23. This years event is being held at
Belle Vernon Lanes in Belle Vernon PA,
a suburb of Pittsburgh. Hope to see you
on the lanes.
The final numbers are in on the 2016

year and once again we have had a ban-
ner year of growth. Secretary Strom will
provide a more detailed report but the
short version is that our assets have grown
to $1,025,733,228; net income of
$8,321,678 at year end, and surplus
has grown to $43,563,074. We have a
strong business plan for growing the 
Society both in number of members and
financial strength and we have continued
to achieve our goals. My thanks to the
Board of Directors, the Home Office Staff
and our entire membership for your help
in making our organization the strong and
viable fraternal benefit society it is today.

News of Narodniars
Let me start out by wishing a belated

Happy Birthday to NSS Director John
Payerchin who celebrated in March. 

Also Birthday wishes go out to Direc-
tor Drew Wesnak, former Director Bill
Knoll, Home Office staffer Lisa Shriver
and former staffer Kristen Boehm, and
to Ashley Bernardo, Dan Tanzone, Rebecca
Beatty, Rudy Ondrejco, son-in-law Jeff
Lavin, and granddaughters Chloe and
Alexa Woods. Happy Birthday to all oth-
ers celebrating in April. 
Continued wishes for a full and

speedy recover go out to Else Resosky
and Bucky Wesnak and to all others who
may be sick or recovering from an injury.

Home Schooled
Everybody over 50 was home

schooled. Most of our generation 50 +,
or slightly younger was Home Schooled
in so many ways including the following:
1. My mother taught me TO APPRECIATE
A JOB WELL DONE. If you're going to kill
each other, do it outside, I just finished
cleaning.
2. My mother taught me RELIGION. You
better pray that will come out of the car-
pet.
3. My father taught me about TIME
TRAVEL. If you don’t straighten up, I’m
going to knock you into the middle of
next week!
4. My father taught me LOGIC. Because I
said so, that's why.
5. My mother taught me MORE LOGIC. If
you fall out of that swing and break your
neck, you’re not going to the store with me.
6. My mother taught me FORESIGHT.
Make sure you wear clean underwear, in
case you’re in an accident and have to
go to the hospital.
7. My father taught me IRONY. Keep cry-
ing, and I’ll give you something to cry
about.
8. My mother taught me about the sci-
ence of OSMOSIS. Shut your mouth and
eat your supper.
9. My mother taught me about CONTOR-
TIONIST. Just you look at that dirt on the
back of your neck?
10. My mother taught me about STAM-
INA. You'll sit there until all that spinach
is gone.
11. My mother taught me about
WEATHER. This room of yours looks as if
a tornado went through it.

Punography Of The Month:
What does a clock do when its hungry? It goes back four seconds.

12. My mother taught me about
HYPOCRISY. If I told you once, I’ve told
you a million times, don’t exaggerate!
13. My father taught me the CIRCLE OF
LIFE. I brought you into this world, and I
can take you out...
14. My mother taught me about BEHAV-
IOR MODIFICATION. Stop acting like your
father!
15. My mother taught me about ENVY.
There are millions of less fortunate chil-
dren in this world who don’t have won-
derful parents like you do
16. My mother taught me about ANTICI-
PATION. Just wait until we get home.
17. My mother taught me about RECEIV-
ING. You’re going to get it from your fa-
ther when he gets home!
18. My mother taught me MEDICAL SCI-
ENCE. If you don’t stop crossing your
eyes, they are going to get stuck that
way.
19. My mother taught me ESP. Put your
sweater on; don’t you think I know when
you are cold?
20. My father taught me HUMOR. When
that lawn mower cuts off your toes,
don’t come running to me.
21. My mother taught me HOW TO BE-
COME AN ADULT. If you don’t eat your
vegetables, you’ll never grow up.
22. My mother taught me GENETICS.
You’re just like your father.
23. My mother taught me about my
ROOTS. Shut that door behind you, do
you think you were born in a barn?
24. My mother taught me WISDOM.
When you get to be my age, you’ll un-
derstand.
25. My father taught me about JUSTICE.
One day you’ll have kids, and I hope
they turn out just like you!

Last Call
You have until April 15th to make a

contribution to your IRA for the 2016
tax year. Now is also the time to make
that contribution for the 2017 tax year.
Contributing early is one of the best
ways to take advantage of the compound-
ing of interest you will receive to en-
hance your IRA accumulation potential.
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A Page From My Notebook...
Linda M. Strom, Secretary/Treasurer
Email: lstrom@nsslife.org 

Time Flies
Today is March 13th and I’m writing

my article for our April Newsletter. The
weather forecast for this upcoming week
is SNOW, SNOW and more SNOW.  I
sure do hope that by the time this edi-
tion gets to you in April that the weather
is beautiful, sunny and warmer in
preparation for Easter.     

Assembly Packets
Now that we have completed the fil-

ing of our 2016 Annual Statement and
have held our 2nd Assembly Officers
Seminar I will be preparing information
to include in the first Assembly Packet
for 2017 which I plan to mail out mid-
April.  In this packet will be a listing of
your membership, a final copy of your
Assembly’s Fraternal Tracking report
that will be presented to the Board for
approval at their June board meeting
and updated pages for your Assembly’s
NSS Fraternal Manual.

IRS 990-N Filings
This month I will begin filing the IRS

990-N for each of our Regions and As-
semblies.  If you receive information in
the mail regarding the 990-N for your
assembly, please forward it on to me at
the Home Office.  

2016 End Results
I know you have heard this before but

it begs repeating. From a mere $20.00 in
1890 to over $1 Billion in Total Assets at
the end of 2016 the NSS achieved it’s
greatest milestone. This required a solid,
attainable Strategic Plan which focused
on slow, steady growth; Leaders that were
not afraid to make those decisions that
were not always favorable; and Members
who stood, and still stand, behind the
NSS  Congratulations to all on this
achievement.  

SCHOLARSHIP FOR
SENIOR MEMBERS
A Fraternal Program

PURPOSE ~
To encourage our older members to con-
tinue their education and to make fuller
use of their leisure time.

MEMBER ELIGIBILITY ~
Any life insurance or annuity member,
fifty-five (55) years or older, who has
enrolled and successfully completed a
continuing education or adult education
course. Members may submit up to two
(2) applications in one calendar year. 

COURSE ELIGIBILITY ~
Vocational schools, community colleges
and universities offer a variety of short-
term courses which may include areas
like computer training, cake decorating,
photography, landscaping, small engine
repair, ballroom dancing, etc. This pro-
gram does not cover courses that assist
you to maintain your current full or part-
time job. (Example: We will not reim-
burse life insurance or real estate
agents who take continuing education
credits to maintain their licenses.)

PROCEDURE  ~
Members should enroll and pay for the
course of their choice. Once the mem-
ber has finished the class, they must
submit an application, along with verifi-
cation that the class was successfully
completed, to the Home Office for 
approval by a National Officer. If the
scholarship application is approved, the
NSS will reimburse one-half (1/2) of the
tuition for the course up to, but not to ex-
ceed, one hundred dollars. 

INFORMATION & APPLICATION  ~
For an application or additional informa-
tion on this NSS Scholarship for Sen-
iors Fraternal Program, contact Pam
Blum at pblum@nsslife.org or call the
office at 724-731-0094, ext. 1010.
The National Officers are the sole au-
thority in any decisions regarding this
scholarship program. Their decision is
final in all cases.

Things You Should 
Notify NSS About
1. Change of address and phone
number.

2. Change of name if you get married or 
divorced.

3. Beneficiary change if one of your
named beneficiaries has passed.

4. Any change in banking information if
you receive payments or make 
automatic payments.

5. The addition of a named POA (Power 
of Attorney). 
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Fraternal Matters...
By: Pam Blum
Fraternal Activities Coordinator
Email: pblum@nsslife.org

Region 5 and
Assembly 774
Sponsors 
NSS Night at
PNC Park

Region 5 & Assembly 774 are spon-
soring a group baseball outing on Fri-
day, June 16th, 2017. Come join us as
the Pittsburgh Pirates take on the World
Series Champion Chicago Cubs. It’s a
free T-shirt night and we’re in the “All
You Can Eat” seats. The price of the
tickets is being subsidized by Region 5
and Home Office Assembly 774. The
price is only $25.00 (regularly $45.00).
We have a limited amount of tickets
available. You must be a member of 
Region 5 in order to attend this event.
Send your check (payable to NSS)  and
the names of those attending to: NSS
Life, Attn: Pam Blum, 351 Valley Brook
Rd, McMurray, PA 15317. Come on out
and join us for a great night of baseball
and fraternalism. LET’S GO BUCS!!!!!

2017 United Slovak 
Fraternals Bowling 
Tournament
This year’s tournament will be held

April 21 & 22, 2017 at Brunswick
Lanes in Belle Vernon, PA. (About 25
miles south of Pittsburgh.) There is still
time to register for the banquet. Call
Pam at 724-731-0094.

Attention High School
Seniors
Don’t forget to apply for this year’s

PVR Scholarship!! The scholarship is 
for $2000 payable in 4 installments of
$500 per year. Deadline for applica-
tions is May 1, 2017. Please contact
me ASAP to see if you are eligible and
to request an application. A reminder
for those students already receiving the
PVR Scholarship, don’t forget to request
a copy of your transcripts be sent to the
Home Office at the end of this semester
to make sure you are still eligible to 
receive your next installment of your
grant. Deadline for transcripts is JULY
15, 2017.

2017 May Art Contest
Attention all NSS Youth Members…

It’s that time of year again to create art-
work to submit for the May Art Contest.
The deadline is May 31st, so begin
thinking of an idea, collect your art sup-
plies and get started. This year’s Greet-
ing Card Category is a “Graduation”
card. You may add comments to your
card and make them as simple or elabo-
rate as you want. After the winners are
determined, all of the “Graduation”
cards will be forwarded to our PVR
Scholarship recipients. The Poster Cate-
gory theme is “My Favorite Summer 
Vacation” . Show us your creativity and
put into pictures your favorite memory
of a summer vacation. The deadline for
the contest is May 31st.

NSS Fitness Matters
Now that Spring is officially here

(thank heavens) it is a great time to join
the “NSS Fitness Matters…” walking
club. The purpose of this program is to
help promote physical fitness and your
good health. 
Sign up for NSS Life’s Fitness Mat-

ters Walking Club by sending your
name, mailing address and Assembly
number to Pam Blum, Fraternal Activi-
ties Coordinator at pblum@nsslife.org or
by calling me at 724-731-0094. You
will receive a free NSS Life pedometer
and a mileage chart to help you track
your progress. You are responsible for
keeping track of your own mileage.
You’ll be on the honor system, so don’t
let me down!!

2017 National 
Golf Tournament

The National Golf Tournament will
be held on July 14-16, 2017 at The
Links at Firestone Farms, Columbiana,
OH.  Accommodations will be at Das
Dutch House. The registration form &
rules will be mailed to past participants
and will be published in the May issue
of the National Newspaper. If you have
an interest in joining us for this most
enjoyable weekend please contact me &
I will make sure you’re on the mailing
list.

THE LINKS 
AT FIRESTONE FARMS•COLUMBIANA, OH

JULY 14 –16, 2017

NATIONAL

   

TIONALNANATIONAL

 

TIONAL

   

16, 2017–Y 14JULJULY 14

 

16, 2017



Access your account values 24/7 by going to the website:
www.nsslife.org and log in/register as a member.
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Advantages of an NSS Annuity/IRA................

• Competitive interest rates
• Guaranteed minimum interest rate
• Tax-deferred earnings
• Avoids Probate
• Liquidity/Withdrawal features
• Flexible retirement income options
• No sales charges or fees

Did you know....

You can add money to 
almost any Annuity with
NSS-just send us a check. 
Any additional funds 

will not increase the time
period on early withdrawal
penalties. 

Current Interest Rates
Effective since January 1, 2013

Preferred Choice 1.00%
Optimum 3 2.00%
Preferred 5 3.00%
Preferred 8 3.50%

*Preferred 7 and Flex earning 4%, these plans are no longer available.
Please contact your NSS Life financial service representative or 

Joe Elliott in the Home Office at 1-800-488-1890. 

Any IRA or Roth deposits 
between now and April 18th
should be clearly marked as
deposits for tax year 2016 
or 2017.
Any monies received after
April 18, 2017 will be applied
to tax year 2017.



9w w w. n s s l i f e . o r g |  N AT I O N A L  N E W S

Interesting Things To
Know Abut IRAs
Since the deadline for IRAs is right

around the corner (Tuesday, April 18,
2017) here are a few interesting facts
that you may or may not know:
• The IRA program began in 1974

and that year the most you could con-
tribute was $1,500. Today the maxi-
mum is $5,500 and an additional
$1,000 catch-up amount if you are age
50 or older. 
• A child can have a Roth IRA if they

have taxable earned income.
• A nonworking spouse can open and

contribute to an IRA provided the other
spouse is working and they file a joint
return.
• If you exceed certain income limits

you may not be able to contribute to a
traditional IRA but you can always make
non-deductible contributions and then
later convert those to a Roth IRA. 
• Self-employed people should ex-

plore a SEP IRA because it has much
higher contribution limits. 
• If your income is too much for a

traditional IRA then look at the Roth IRA
because it has higher income limits. 
• If you are receiving alimony pay-

ments – this amount can count as
earned income.
• Since 2013, more money has gone

into Roth IRAs than traditional IRAs
• If you have a traditional IRA, you

may convert it to a Roth IRA. And if
later, you decide that wasn’t working
out to your advantage you can undo the
conversion. 
• A Roth IRA has no minimum distri-

butions (RMDs) unlike a traditional IRA
does at age 70½.   

From the Sales Department...
By Greg Felton, CLU, ChFC

Sales Director

Thought for the Month: 
You have brains in your head. You have feet in your shoes.

You can steer yourself any direction you choose.   
Dr. Suess (1904-1991) American writer 

As the 2016 tax year winds to a close – let’s resolve to make 2017 a better
year. Decide now to open, fund, or contribute more money to your IRA accounts
this year.   
NSS offers IRAs and SEP plans with a variety of choices. It is easy to get

started with plans that pay as much as 3.5% interest. Call your local representa-
tive or Joe Elliott in the Home Office for more information. Let us help make your
future a little more secure. 

�

Our TOP PREMIUM producer for the 4th Quarter
is Rich Nulph. Rich and his wife, Linda live in 
Natrona Heights, Pa. Rich is the founder and pres-
ident of Safety First Retirement LLC. His company
was built to help families with safe retirement 
options as well as estate planning and Medicare
products. Rich and Linda are blessed with 2 sons.
Nathanael is a Pitt graduate and currently runs the
Medicare side of the business. Josh is currently at
Pitt and is also studying to take his insurance 
license exam. Rich is also a part-time pastor. He
serves at Lighthouse Fellowship in Sarver, PA.
"NSS Life has the best staff in the insurance business. They have done amaz-
ing things over the years to help my clients with incredible service," said Rich.
You can learn more about Rich and his team at www.safety1stretirement.com or
find them on Facebook as well.

Our top NEW MEMBER producer for the 4th
Quarter is Nouchao Her. Nouchao recently relocated
to Oklahoma, but continues his business in the
states of MI, WI, OH, PA, CA and CO. He has 17
years of life insurance experience and has been
with NSS Life since 2011. Honest and always ready
to provide life insurance solutions to members. If
you are looking for life insurance coverage for you or
your loved ones, please contact Mr. Her at his Toll
Free Number: 866-317-1514 or email him at: 
NOUCHAOHER@GMAIL.COM. 
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OUR DEPARTED MEMBERS 
February, 2017

Name City and State Date of Death              Assembly
Ancher, Julia Jefferson, OH 12/22/2016 0004
Balsick, Raymond Peyton, CO 12/24/2016 0236
Banas, Pamela Highland, IN 02/03/2017 0586
Boban, Elizabeth McKees Rocks, PA 01/24/2017 0100
Bobby, Gayle Parma, OH 01/24/2017 0070
Buss, Helen Summersville, WV 01/02/2017 0774
Butor, Edward McMurray, PA 02/12/2017 0434
Caldwell, Walter Wheeling, WV 01/17/2017 0774
Camp, Adelaide North Fort Myers, FL 09/15/2015 0774
Carano, Irene Syracuse, NY 01/21/2017 0774
Carter, Mary Cabot, PA 01/08/2017 0123
Cepela, Michaleen Crete, IL 12/25/1994 0586
Connoly, James Belle Vernon, PA 01/23/2017 0377
Corbin, Estelle Wethersfield, CT 12/12/2016 0774
Crawford, Mildred Allenport, PA 12/31/2016 0377
Cuhran, John Poland, OH 02/04/2017 0731
Drutarovsky, Lyona Peckville, PA 02/02/2017 L075
Ellison, Gladys Glenville, WV 01/13/2017 0774
Ernest, Richard Burton, OH 01/31/2017 0070
Fair, Virginia Monongahela, PA 01/03/2017 0377
Fisher, Emma Gallipolis Ferry, WV 01/21/2017 0774
Galford, Otis Marlinton, WV 01/30/2017 0774
Gallagher, Paul New Brighton, PA 10/27/2016 0434
Goette, Dorothy Merrimac, WI 12/22/2016 0774
Grose, Charles Hickory, PA 02/19/2017 0588
Happersett, Paul Boynton Beach, FL 01/29/2017 0800
Holloway, Arthur Cuyahoga Falls, OH 01/06/2017 0004
Homola, Ronald Johnstown, PA 02/06/2017 L075
Hoysa Jr., Matthew J Cornelius, NC 10/08/2016 0586
Kelley, Irene North Versailles, PA 11/27/2016 0123
Klimchak, Helen Elizabeth, PA 02/02/2017 0100
Marcinka, Edward Mingo Junction, OH 02/10/2017 P38A
Marino, Betty Boardman, OH 01/20/2017 0731
McQuillis, Nellie Ligonier, PA 07/30/2016 0737
Minich, Matthew Reynoldsville, PA 02/08/2017 0774
Minto, Elsie Merritt Island, FL 11/21/2016 P38A
Monachello, Anna Marie Bristol, PA 12/11/2016 L102
Mudrak, Ann Westmont, IL 02/15/2017 0586
Mudrick, Goldie Charleroi, PA 01/16/2017 0377
Nelson, Kathryn Pleasant Grove, Al 11/21/2016 0100
O Connor, Patrick Greensburg, PA 01/10/2017 0039
Pajak, Margaret Pittsburgh, PA 12/16/2016 0100
Palahunik, Debra McKees Rocks, PA 01/23/2017 L161
Pankiewicz, Lawrence Charleroi, PA 01/22/2017 0377
Potopchuk, Teresa Orchard Park, NY 02/06/2017 R019
Pytel, Dorothy Brunswick, OH 10/21/2016 0432
Rhoad, Michael Lebanon, PA 02/18/2017 L102
Robinson, Hortense East Orange, NJ 12/28/2016 0774
Rose, Mary Beaver, PA 01/05/2017 0123
Rosengrant, Byron Tunkannock, PA 01/07/2017 0617
Simmons, Shirley Pittsburgh, PA 01/24/2017 0441
Sluka, Mary Leechburg, PA 01/30/2017 L040
Snyder, William New Kensington, PA 01/22/2017 0441
Stricker, Joyce` Eighty Four, PA 03/29/2016 0434
Swires, Francis Portage, PA 12/04/2016 0774
Taylor, William West Middlesex, PA 09/17/2016 0731
Thistlethwaite, Betty Waynesburg, PA 01/14/2017 0377
Trubisky, Anna Union, KY 01/18/2017 0004
Udelhofen, Joyce Lancaster, WI 12/04/2016 0774
Weinman, Norma Mt Pleasant, PA 12/25/2016 0737
Weyant, Laurie Monroeville, PA 01/18/2017 L105
Wolwowicz, Raymond Moon Twp, PA 02/15/2016 0108
Wright, Harvey Clarksburg, PA 11/29/2016 L105
Zemarel, Francis A Pittsburgh, PA 11/16/2016 L161

PVR Scholarship 
Fund Donations

� YES, I want to help our young 
members attain their academic goals.
Here is my donation of $ ________. 

Name:                                                        

Assembly:                                                  

Address:                                          

City: 

State:

Zip:                

Please issue your check to: 
NSS PVR Scholarship Fund

And send to: 
National Slovak Society 
351 Valley Brook Road 
McMurray, PA 15317

In Memory of Calvin Kanyuck of the 
former Assembly 0146:
From Assembly 0617 100.00

In Memory of the Deceased Members of
2015 and 2016: 
From Assembly 0004 200.00

Donations:  
Irene A. Combi 50.00

�

�

Dorothy Butwin Jones
Passes On
Dorothy E. Butwin Jones, long time

member of Assembly 0705, passed
away on January 24, 2017 at the age of
89. She was the youngest daughter of
John & Anna Butwin, founding members
of Assembly 0705 in Seelyville, IN. She
is survived by her children, Barbara Jones,
Jim Jones, and Bob (Jenny) Jones, grand-
children Ashley, Caroline & Matthew Jones,
Roxanne & Rachelle Jones and great-
grandchildren, JJ & Jayceon Dashillas.
Dorothy was an active member of the
Assembly and of the Butwin family. She
worked hard to make family gatherings
successful. She really enjoyed the time
when the family gathered together for
the Christmas Eve Party in December.
Dorothy will be missed. May she Rest in
Peace.

Dorothy Buck
Secretary

DONATE TO THE PVR
SCHOLARSHIP FUND
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The traditional food of Slovakia is not exactly well known
around the world. This is a huge shame! Slovak may not be
the most low-fat cuisine out there (but then, a little fat is
good for you), but it is very wholesome, down-to-earth
cooking. It’s like spending everyday at your grandparents.
Slovak food is very cheap, easy to cook, and best of all, 
extremely delicious!

Slovak Cuisine
The cuisine has its origin in the diverse Slovak geogra-

phy. The landscapes vary from flat lowlands of the Danube
valley in the south, through the wine producing Tokaj re-
gion in the east, to the snow-capped alpine peaks of the
Tatra mountains in the north. Traditionally, Slovakia was a

land of simple peasants, who spent their days working in
the fields or watching after sheep in the mountains. The
cuisine evolved from the ingredients people grew in their
gardens, or from the products of the animals they raised.
Potatoes, tomatoes, peppers and onions make the basis of
many dishes. These are supplemented by chicken, pork,
and to a lesser degree beef. And then there are the sheep.
Besides mutton (which isn’t actually all that common),
sheep produced various cheese products, including a feta-
like cheese called Bryndza and the smoked cheese
Oštiepok.
This will also give you an idea of the kinds of dishes you

may expect to find in a typical Slovak restaurant.

What is Slovak Food?  I have never heard of it!

Youth Circle Magazine - Spring 2017
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Easy Dinosaur Mazes by KrazyDad, Book 3
Maze #1

© 2012 KrazyDad.com

Need the answer? http://krazydad.com/mazes/answers

Dinosaur Maze

S W D Z M R D R A G E D R N

E E O E G A E L D D I M G A

N M P M E G T L I Y U E E I

I J T T A H C U D H L L N R

O U T N U N C A R D C G T A

R V E G E A L R E E O R L N

N E E W T C G R A L O T E E

T N A F N I S E D I K A M T

N I O C T O G E N A R I A N

E L C T O Y N U L A N T N E

I E I Y T A J M K O R D A C

C P O K G I R L R J D I U P

N B R E T S G N U O Y A A A

A G R O W N U P A R E N T N

GROWING UP

ADOLESCENT ADULT AGED ANCIENT BOY CENTENARIAN
CHILD ELDER GIRL INFANT LADY JUNIOR
GENTLEMAN GROWNUP MATURE JUVENILE MINOR OCTOGENARIAN
GOLDENAGER PARENT SENIOR TEENAGER TOT SEPTUAGENARIAN
PATRIARCH TODDLER TWEEN TYKE WOMAN YOUNGSTER

MIDDLEAGE

LEARNING 
QUOTE
Success is no 
accident. It is hard
work, perseverance,
learning, studying,
sacrifice and most
of all, love of what
you are doing or
learning to do.
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How To Make A Sailboat

Craft foam     Mini bamboo skewers 
Pencil     Scissors     Washi tape     
Wine bottle corks     Rubber bands 

INSTRUCTIONS:
1. Draw the shape of a sail onto your foam sheet in pencil.
You can use one of the skewers as a guide to make sure your
sail isn't too big or too small.
2. Cut out the sail with scissors.
3. Poke the skewer through the top and bottom of the sail, so
that the pointy end comes out of the bottom.
4. Wrap a strip of washi tape around the top of the skewer,
then trim into a triangle to create your sailboat's flag.
5. Create the base of the boat by laying three corks next to
each other and securing with two rubber bands.
6. Poke the pointy end of the skewer into the middle cork to
attach your mast.

Bouncy Balls 
Two small bowls      Two plastic forks     Measuring cup
Measuring spoons    Food Coloring Borax 
Corn flour     4-oz bottle of clear school glue     Water

INSTRUCTIONS:
1. Mix 2 tbsp. hot water and 1/2 tsp. Borax in a small bowl.
2. In a separate bowl, combine 1 tbsp. corn flour, 1 tbsp. glue
and a few drops of food coloring.
3. Transfer 1/2 tsp. of the Borax and water mixture into the
bowl with corn flour, then mix everything together until it 
solidifies.
4. Scoop your mixture out and roll it into a ball shape. Let the
bouncing begin!
The balls bounced higher after they'd been allowed to sit and harden for 10-20 minutes.
Store your new toys in an airtight container after you're done playing — they'll last longer.

(Borax (not to be confused with boric acid) is a naturally occurring mineral that is safe to han-
dle. But as with any household cleaning product, remember to wash your hands, keep it away
from your eyes, and avoid inhaling it or exposing yourself to large quantities of it. 
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Joke Time
Q: What did the red light say to the green 

light?
A: Look I'm changing! 

Q: Why didn't the skeleton cross the road?
A: He didn't have the guts!

Q: What do two oceans do when they meet?
A: Nothing! Just wave

Q: What is the best type of ship?
A: FRIENDSHIP!

Q: What did the bee say to the flower?
A: Hi, honey.

Q: What has ten letters and starts with gas?
A:  An automobile.

Q: What happened when the shark 
became famous?

A:  He turned into a starfish.

Q: What is a bee that can’t make up his mind?
A: A maybe.

Q: What is a baby's motto
A: If at first you don't succeed cry cry again! 

Riddles

Teacher:  Whoever answers my next question,
can go home.

One boy throws his bag out the window.
Teacher:  Who just threw that?
Boy: Me and I’m going home now.

Teacher:  What exactly is MATH?
Boy:  Mental Abuse To Humans

Son:  I can't go to school today.
Father:  Why not?
Son:  I don't feel so well.
Father:  Where does it hurt?
Son:  In school.

Q:  How do you put a elephant in the fridge?
A:  Open the door, put the elephant in and  

close the door.
Q:  How do you put a giraffe if the fridge?
A:  Open the door take the elephant out, put 

the giraffe in, and close the door.

A kid asks his father..............
Kid:  Daddy why do I have to go to bed?
Dad:  Because the bed won’t come to you.
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This Month in 
National Slovak Society History
Joseph Stefka, Jr. Chairman of the Board

April, 1870
Albert Mamatey, the third president of the National

Slovak Society was born in the village of Klastor pod
Znievom in Turiec County.

April, 1930
Juraj (George) Tomascik was elected as the sixth presi-

dent of the National Slovak Society at the XVI Convention
in Lorain, Ohio. He was the first American born NSS 
President. 

April, 1977
The results of a referendum vote to change the location of

the 1978 Convention were announced. A total of 1730 votes
were recorded, 71 votes to keep the location in Los Angeles,
California, and 1659 votes to change the location. The
change of location would be an agenda item at the upcoming
Annual Meeting in May.

April, 1983
Karol Belohlavek, a National Slovak Society member,

and one of the founders of the Slovak Garden died. 

April, 2002
National Secretary-Treasurer Paul M. Payerchin, Jr. 

reported that the Society was closing in on a milestone of
$100 million in assets.

Have you ever called in 
with questions about your policy?
You have probably heard my voice
providing you with excellent 
customer service!

Hi! My name is Brigid
Delien and I am your friendly
Customer Service Associate.  

I began my career with NSS Life in October of 2010 as the
Executive Assistant/Fraternal Activities Coordinator. In that
role I oversaw the many fraternal activities that NSS 
provides to our members, as well as, perform administrative
duties as needed.
In an effort to learn more about the business side of NSS, I

then took the position of Customer Service Associate when the
position became available.  
In this role I answer a myriad of questions our members

have about their policies, which may include account balances,
beneficiary information or policy verifications. I also input the
data on all our new life insurance policies, put together and
mail out all policies and track the delivery of each policy to
the member. In addition, I oversee the beneficiary changes to
policies as requested by our members, as well as, providing
the correct forms and making and confirming with the mem-
ber that their request has been completed. If you need to
make a change to your policy (i.e address, phone number
change) I am the one to help you.  
I enjoy talking to our members and helping you with your

questions and concerns. And remember, no question is too
minor! I answer all with the courtesy and respect that you
have come to expect from NSS Life.
On a personal note, I have a wonderful husband of 20

years. A son who is a senior at Slippery Rock University and a
daughter who just started her freshman year in high school.
My little family is rounded out by our 2 dogs, 3 cats and 1
guinea pig! In my spare time you will find me in the kitchen
making and trying new and exciting dishes, which my family is
more than happy to taste test for me!

Spotlight On Brigid Delien 
Customer Service Associate

May Deadlines
1st PVR Scholarship Program First Year Applications Due
1st American Fraternalist Alliance  Join Hands Day

31st Art Contest Deadline

NSS Controller, Donna Tenney celebrates 30
years at NSS Life.

Congratulations

�
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ASSEMBLY 039
Uniontown, PA
Seventeen members gathered for our

March dinner/meeting to celebrate the
beginning of the Lenten Season in our
local Eat n’ Park. We agreed to purchase a
full page ad in the program book for the
celebration of our Secretary-Treasurer,
Linda Strom as the Fraternal Societies of
Greater Pittsburgh “Fraternalist of the
Year”. Members also agreed to support
the upcoming NSS National Bowling
Tournament.
Members are invited to volunteer for

our participation in the NSS National
Fight Hunger Project by joining with the
National Association of Letter Carriers
for their 25th Annual “Stamp Out Hunger”
on Saturday, May 13th, 2017. Members
are asked to meet at 10:00 am at the
main Uniontown post office rear loading
dock.
We had four members attend the NSS

Assembly Officers Meeting in March.
President and NSS Board Members John
Payerchin, Vice-President Timothy
Schwer, Treasurer, Nancy Schwer and
Youth Trustee, Mackenzie Payerchin.
They will be giving a report at our June
Bar-B-Q.
As you plan your summer schedule,

be sure to mark on your calendar our 
annual Summer Bar-B-Q on Sunday,
June 11th, 2017. We will meet at the
Knights of Columbus picnic pavilion, on
Gallatin Avenue Extension at 1:00 pm.
This is a free event to members and non-
members alike. 
One of the newest non-insurance pro-

gram offered by the NSS is hearing ben-
efits by American Hearing Benefits. For
discounts or more information call (888)
705-6920.
Our young members are reminded

about the NSS May Art Contest. It will
be here before your know it!  Rules and
regulations are on the NSS website at:
nsslife.org. Deadline is May 31st!!!

ASSEMBLY 123
Coraopolis, PA

Spring is here and a rather mild win-
ter is gone, so to brighten things up how
about going to the Spring Flower Show
at Phipps Conservatory in Oakland.  If
you are interested please call Mary
Maniecki at 412-264-3546. We are
scheduled to go Sunday, April 9th, 2017
at 1:00 pm. All are welcome; entrance
fee will be paid by the Assembly. Meet
at the front entrance at 12:50 pm.  
Afterwards, if there is interest, we will
gather at a nice restaurant for a late
lunch/ early dinner and some friendly
conversation.
We had a recent phone call from a

wonderful member, Jean Brown, widow
of Bob Brown a past Fraternalist of the
Year. Jean is now Assembly 123 mem-
ber living in North Carolina. She is doing
well and enjoying herself. She said hello
and sends her best to all her friends.
Parents, Grandparents if you have a

child or grandchild who is eligible for
the PVR scholarship, encourage, cajole,
and threaten him or her to get their
paper work in by May 1st. This is a won-
derful benefit of being a member of
NSS. Don’t lose out on this $2,000 of
scholarship money.
There are a number of interesting ac-

tivities that came up but because of the

ASSEMBLY L075
Duryea, PA
Mark your calendars for all of our 

activities that we have planned through
out the year. 

On May 13th, 2017 members will assist
the US Postal workers for their annual
food drive and our Join Hands Day at the
Knights of Columbus Hall, Pittston, PA.
from 10:00 am - 5:00 pm.

August 6, 2017 will be our fraternal
summer picnic at the Mercateli-Segelia
Park, Moosic, PA. Members will bring a
covered dish and items for the Chinese

ASSEMBLY R059/RC59
Whitehall, PA
Our assembly will hold the following

meetings during the year of 2017.
April 30, 2017 - Meeting & Coffee

Hour will be held at St. Nicholas Ortho-
dox Church following Divine Liturgy.

July 30, 2017 - Meeting at the
Sawarynski’s residence at 1:00 pm.

October 1, 2017 - Hot Dog Fundraiser
to benefit the Allentown Rescue Mission
at St. Nicholas Orthodox Church follow-
ing Divine Liturgy.
Call Nancy Sabol at 610-266-7346

for directions and/or additional informa-
tion. Members are urged to attend.

Elizabeth Sabol
Treasurer

auction, conducted by Marlin Petro Wes-
nak Region 2 President. Fraternal Direc-
tor Bill Wesnak will cook up hotdog's and
hamburgers. The Margaret Pilosi Schol-
arship winner will be announced and
Bingo will be played for prizes.
We will host a bingo and pizza party

for the veterans at the Wilkes Barre V A
2nd floor recreation room on August
13th, 2017 at 2:00 pm.
Our final meeting of the year will be

on October 22nd, 2017 at the Grande's
Restaurant, Moosic, PA at 1:00 pm.

Lehrae Ann Edwards
Secretary

ASSEMBLY 004
Parma, OH
A meeting will be held on Sunday,

May 21, 2017 at the home of Milly
Havir, 1744 Westhill Boulevard, West-
lake, Ohio  at 2:00 pm. We hope to see
you there.

Sonia Vorell
Secretary

ASSEMBLY 004
Parma, OH
A meeting will be held on April 18,

2017 at the Pytels, 25680 Timber
Cove, North Olmsted, OH at 7:30 pm.
All are welcome.
Thank you to all who attended the

Reverse Raffle. Congratulations to the
5 winners of the main raffle. Hope to
see everyone again next year! 

Shawn Pytel
Publicist

As Christians we will be celebrating
Easter on Sunday, April 16th. We wish
you and your family all the joys and
hopes of the resurrection of our Lord
and Savior, Jesus Christ.

John Payerchin
President

ASSEMBLY L102
Schnecksville, PA
Cardinal Tomko Chapter Easter bake

sale pick up is April 6. Call Marge to
arrange your time at 610-866-8945.
Happy Easter! 

Sharon Wesnak
Secretary

�

�

�

�

�

�



w w w. n s s l i f e . o r g |  N AT I O N A L  N E W S 13

ASSEMBLY 554
Curwensville, PA
Our next meeting will be held on July

2, 2017 assembly at the home of Jim
Stricek, 135 McCullough Street, DuBois,
PA at 2:00 pm. 
For information and directions con-

tact Jim at (814) 590-7021 or
assembly554@gmail.com 

Jim Stricek
Secretary

ASSEMBLY 588
Slovan, PA
Our next meeting will be held on

Monday, May 1, 2017 at Panera Bread,
North Fayette, PA at 6:30 pm. 

Annette Stefka
Secretary

ASSEMBLY 586
Chicago, IL
A meeting will be held on Sunday,

April 30th, 2017 at Hackney’s in Palos
Hills.
On Sunday, February 26, our assem-

bly gathered to celebrate the memory 
of Lenore Demma, beloved assembly
member and past officer, who passed
away recently. We shared our stories of
her after a nice brunch and allocated
funds to donate to the PVR Scholarship
Fund in her honor.
Happy Easter to all and best wishes

to Linda Strom, NSS Fraternalist of the
Year! 

Janet Tomaskovic
Secretary

ASSEMBLY 568
LaCanada, CA
Slovak Easter Mass
Our Annual Slovak Easter Mass will

be held on Palm Sunday, April 9th, 2017
at Pope John Paul II Polish Center,
3999 Rose Drive,Yorba Linda, CA. Mass
will begin 1:00 pm and a Slovak lunch
will be served after mass along with an
Easter egg hunt for the children. Come
and join us in celebrating the Slovak
Spirit of Easter.
Also, following the festivities Assem-

bly 568 members will hold a meeting to
review officers reports and discuss as-
sembly activities.
We hope to see you all there and

would like to wish everyone a very spe-
cial and safe Easter holiday.

Milan Konkol
President

ASSEMBLY 617 
Ashley, PA
Welcomes Assembly 146
Officers & members of Assembly

617/C617 are honored to have
members of the late Calvin Kanyuck's
Assembly 146 join our assembly. Calvin
worked very hard in keeping Assembly
146 active through the years. He was
also active as our treasurer of Region 2.
After Calvin's death, his son, Dwight,
tried to keep the assembly going, but
he lives in New York and found it diffi-
cult to continue to plan meetings, etc
from that distance. We commend both
father, Calvin, and son, Dwight, for
doing their best for their assembly.
Our assembly will make a donation to

the PVR Scholarship Fund in the name
of Calvin Kanyuck from our combined
Assembly. Calvin was a proud Slovak
and a proud veteran. We miss him at
our region meetings.
We hope that all members of the 

former Assembly 146 will join us at 
our next meeting on June 17, 2017 so

REGION 2
Hazleton, PA
This year, we met at a new restaurant

for our Region #2 meeting, Perkins in
Pittston, PA on February 11, 2017. We
had 11 members of Assembly 617 and 5
members of L075 attending. Each assem-
bly reviewed their activities for the year.
Region 2 was notified that Assembly 146
has been welcomed into Assembly 617's
membership. We also discussed the officers
seminar in March and we were all happy
and pleased that Linda Strom was chosen
as Fraternalist of the Year 2017 by the
Fraternal Societies of Greater Pittsburgh.
We were also proud that Linda was here

for our Testimonial Banquet at our semi-
nar. We have representatives from both
our assemblies attending the seminar and
dinner. Our annual reports were done, fol-
lowed by our fraternal luncheon.

Rose Mary Strish
Secretary

REGION 8
Cleveland, OH
The semi-annual meeting of Region 8

which includes Assemblies 004, 070,
160, and 432 will be held on:

DATE:   April 19, 2017
TIME:   7:30 p.m.

LOCATION: Dr. Martin Luther Church
4470 Ridge Road
Brooklyn, Ohio 44144

Assembly 0070 will be hosting this
meeting. Plans for activities for the bal-
ance of 2017 will be discussed. 
Hope to see you all there!

Carole Koches
Recording Secretary

we can welcome you in person. We would
like you to become active at our meet-
ings and activities. Everytime you see 
Assembly 617 in the National News, that
means you are all welcomed to come and
join us.

Rose Mary Strish
President

timing delay of getting information in
the magazine we cannot take part in
them. If you would like to be informed
of these just give your email address to
Mary Maniecki at: MaryTM4@verizon.net
Your name will be added to the list.
Mary is also open to your suggestions for
activities. We would like to get more of
our members involved.
April 24th is a holiday in our family

and it should be yours too. Why? It is
Pigs in the Blanket Day. Yes, there was
nothing better than my mother’s and
mother-in-law’s Pigs in the Blanket.
If any member has a birthday or an-

niversary or accomplishment of note that
they would like recognized in the maga-
zine please let me know. I’ll be sure to
get it in. Pictures are also welcome.  Call
me or email me, 724-242-5085 or
wbknss123@hotmail.com
May I wish each of you a blessed

Easter!  “He has Risen”!
Bill Knoll
President

�

�

�

�

�
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Slovak Night with Jaroslav Halak Assembly L102 
Matching Funds Project

Members of Assembly L102 filled up 
several shopping carts with food to make
another donation to a local elementary
school as part of the Blessings in a Back-
pack program. All items were delivered to
Dodd Elementary School in Allentown
where the guidance counselor distributed
the items to children who may otherwise
go home to empty cupboards. Sixty-Seven
percent (67%) of the students who attend

Dodd Elementary are considered “economically disadvan-
taged,” according to the PA Dept. of Education. The food was
sent home with the students right before their Spring Break
in February.Assembly 617/C617 Ashley, PA

Our assembly held our first meeting of the year at Perkins
Restaurant, Pittston, PA on February 11, 2017. We were 
delighted to share the news of our Secretary/Treasurer, Linda
Strom, being chosen as Fraternalist of the Year of the 
Fraternal Societies of Greater Pittsburgh. We will have 2 
representatives at the a seminar who will be attending 
Linda's testimonial banquet. We are all looking forward to
having members of Calvin Kanyuck's Assembly 146 coming
to our future meetings and activities since their assembly has
recently joined our assembly.
We completed our annual reports, and reviewed our activi-

ties and donations for 2016. We had 2 Matching Fundrais-
ers: one for EI Salvadore and one for the Ashley Food Pantry.
For our Join Hands Day, we served a meal at St. Vincent de
Paul Soup Kitchen and sponsored them for the day with our
donation. We gave donations to Little Flower Manor Nursing
Home, Catholic Social Services, The McAuley Center for
Women & Children, the NSS Slovak Museum and Golf Tour-
nament and two clubs' at Holy Redeemer High School. Our
biggest Fratemal Activity was a day at Knoebels Amusement
Park. Our children were active in the Art and Poetry Contests
and did very well. All in all, we had a productive year. We
discussed our 2017 plans and we will be doing the same
this year with a few more possible additions. Our tentative
date for our next meeting is June 17 and for our Fratemal
Day at Knoebels is July 27.

Rose Mary Strish
President

On Sunday, February 26th 2017, we celebrated Slovak
night at the Webster Bank Arena located in Bridgeport CT.
Jaroslav Halak, the goalie for the Bridgeport Sound Tigers,
(a farm team for the NY Islanders) did a meet and greet
after the game.  
Jaroslav is a 31 year old young man from Bratislava who

has been playing hockey since he was 8 years old.  
The Sound Tigers played the Hershey Bears and won by 

a score of 2 to 1. Of the 20 shots on goal, Jaroslav had 19
saves. Several members of NSS Assemby L002 were in 
attendance at the game. 

Pictured with Sound Tigers Goalie Jaroslav Halak (seated) are Assembly
L002 members Nelson Ladue, Carol Ladue and Carrie DeFelice.

ANNUAL SLOVAK MASS &   
EASTER CUSTOMS BREAKFAST

Saturday, April 8, 2017

St. Adalbert Church
160 So.15th Street, South Side

10:45 a.m. -- Recitation of Rosary (in Slovak)
11:00 a.m. -- Slovak Mass
12:15 p.m. -- SAMPLE SLOVAK EASTER FOODS

sunka (ham) sirek (egg cheese) hrin (beets & horseradish)
kolbasy (sausage) paska (sweet bread) kolace (baked goods)

Prince of Peace Parish Center
81 South 13th Street, South Side

* Homemade Baked Goods
* Craft Demonstrations
* Cultural Displays

* Imported Slovak gifts
* Slovak "Auction" / Raffles

ADMISSION FREE - Donations Gratefully Accepted
For more information call (412) 481-8380
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Members of Assembly 588 recently completed a success-
ful matching funds project for the Blessings in a Backpack
program in the Avella Area School District, as part of the 
National Fraternal Project for 2016. Avella Area School Dis-
trict is a small, rural school district located in Washington
County, Pennsylvania. The Blessings in a Backpack Program
at Avella is conducted by the Avella Chapter of the National
Honor Society as part of their service to the local commu-
nity. The Blessings in a Backpack program relies on individ-
uals from the community to provide and pack food for children
who are at risk of not being fed over the weekend. Through
Blessings in a Backpack, the Avella Chapter of the National
Honor Society serves ten to fifteen elementary school stu-
dents each week by giving a backpack of non-perishable
food items to them every Friday. The Avella Chapter of the
National Honor Society has participated in the Blessings in a
Backpack program since the 2012-2013 school year. Al-
though the members of the National Honor Society do
fundraisers, the success of the program is dependent on the
donations from local organizations and businesses, as
fundraising does not cover the yearly costs of the backpacks.
The advisor for the Avella Chapter of the National Honor So-
ciety, Mrs. Lynn Akins, commented in a letter regarding the
donation to the Blessings in a Backpack, “I would like to ex-
tend our gratitude to the members of Assembly 588 for your
support. Your donation will enable the National Honor Soci-
ety to continue a valuable service to children within the
Avella community.” At the check presentation at Avella Area
High School, the students also indicated their appreciation
for the donation. 

Assembly 588 Completes 
National Fraternal Project

Assembly 588 Officers and members of the Avella Area High School
National Honor Society at the recent check presentation:
First Row (l-r): Cassandra Muhr, Paige Allen, Becca Spencer, Victoria
Clarchick, Madison Dubich, and Sarah Dzurko
Second Row (l-r): John Bebo, Jr.- Assembly 588 President, Florence
Bebo - Assembly 588 Activities Director/Eldress, Maverick Glaum,
Robert Scott - Avella NHS President, Joseph Stefka, Jr.- Assembly 588
Financial Secretary, Catherine Fluharty - Avella NHS Secretary, Sarah
Maidment, Annette Stefka - Assembly 588 Recording Secretary, Lynn
Akins - Avella NHS Advisor.

Assembly members attended Mass at the Holy Name of Jesus
Church in Stratford, CT. This photo was taken after the church service
where Reverend Andrew Marcus is pastor. 

Scenes From Assembly L002 Meeting

Assembly L002 held its 27th Annual Business Meeting at Vazzy’s
Restaurant. Below are a few of the members that attended.

Left: Nelson Ladue
donated the torn
American flag for
retirement to the
local VFW post in
Connecticut. On
the right accepting
the flag is Ray
Pistey.

Standing from L-R: Joelle
Marticek, Kristin Toman,
and Tom Marticek. Seated
is JoAnn Marticek.

L-R: Nelson Ladue, Pat Pistey, and
Ray Pistey.

Members were asked to bring a non-perishable food item to the meet-
ing. These items will be donated to Sterling House, a multi-service
Community Center in Stratford, CT. From left, Alyssa Toman and Mark
Toman, Jr. Kristin Toman and Mark Toman, Sr. are holding items to be
donated to the Sterling House. 
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Peter V. Rovnianek Scholarship Fund

The following rules will determine eligibility in applying for a National
Slovak Society, Peter Vitazoslav (PVR) Scholarship Grant:
1.  The applicant must be a member of the National Slovak Society

(NSS) for a minimum of two (2) years prior to receiving a PVR
Scholarship Grant. Membership will be verified by the Home Of-
fice. 

2.  The minimum amount of insurance required for eligibility is
$10,000 of PERMANENT life insurance or $5,000.00 of annuity
deposits. The insurance must be in force at the time of applica-
tion and be maintained throughout the scholarship period. 

3. Eligible to apply are all student NSS members whose scholastic
records, including College Board 
Examinations qualify them for acceptance by a college, univer-
sity (4 years); junior college, 
nursing, trade, technical or business school (2 yrs) or other institu-
tion approved by the NSS National Assembly.

4.  All applications must be accompanied by a transcript of the lat-
est high school scholastic record 
of the applicant. For those already attending college, only college
transcripts need to be submitted.

5. All applications must be accompanied by proof of the applicant’s
acceptance as a full-time student by an accredited college, uni-
versity, junior college, business or trade school. Please list ONLY
the school that you are going to attend, not all of the schools that 
you have applied and been accepted by.

6.  All applications must be accompanied by a resume or biographi-
cal sketch of the applicant, not to exceed two hundred (200)
words, along with a recent photograph for publication in the so-
ciety’s magazine.

7. All applicants must submit proof of fraternal activity. This ac-
tivity may be participation in 
national or local activities, holding elective office in a fraternal
benefit society, or similar fraternal involvement. In lieu of fra-
ternal activity, an applicant may substitute community service
or volunteer activity with a non-profit organization. (e.g. Hospi-
tals, Red Cross, Juvenile Diabetes or similar charitable organi-
zations.) Applicants must submit verification signed by an
assembly
officer or by an adult in charge of the community service or vol-
unteer activity.

8. No application will be considered unless all requirements are
met and fulfilled. Transcripts and all other forms included with
the application shall be the property of the PVR Scholarship
Fund and the National Slovak Society and will not be returned
to the applicant.

9. In the event that a PVR Scholarship is granted, it shall be the
responsibility of the student to
remain in school full-time and to maintain a 3.0 GPA or higher
for the remainder installments of the grant to be received. 

10. The deadline for submitting applications for scholarship grants
is MAY 1st of each year. Applications can be obtained from the
Home Office or your local assembly. Applications and all
required information is to be sent to: PVR SCHOLARSHIP DE-
PARTMENT, 351 Valley Brook Road, 
McMurray, PA. 15317-3337. Further information can be ob-
tained by calling 724-731-0094 or 1-800-488-1890.
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Youth Circle of National Slovak Society   •  351 Valley Brook Road, McMurray, PA 15317

May Art Contest
The rules are as follows:
1. Contest is open to all members of the National Slovak Society between the
ages of 5 and 16.
2. Only one entry is permitted per member, per category.
3. Contestants may create their artwork using:  

a. Paint (pastels, watercolor, oil, tempera, and cesium)
b. Crayons (wax or liquid)
c. Ink/Pencil
d. Charcoal
e. Glue, construction paper, glitter

4. The Artistic and Posters categories may be ANY size up to 11x14 inches and
must be mounted on a mat board or poster board for display purposes. (Paint by
numbers, stencils or tracing will not be accepted)
5. The Greeting Card category must be 5 ½ x 8 ½ folded. Please protect when 
shipping.
6. Each year a theme will be announced in the April Issue of the National
Newsletter for the Poster and Greeting Card categories. 
7. All entries must include; name, address, phone number, age, policy number, 
assembly/circle number, along with your t-shirt size. This information should be
clearly printed on the back of each entry. 
8. Please indicate t-shirt size by the following size chart available: 

a. Youth sizes - YS and YM 
b. Adult sizes - AS, AM, AL and AXL

9. Winners in each category will have their artwork displayed in the Youth Circle
Publication. A listing of the winners will appear in the National News and will
be published on the NSS website. First place winners will be in the NSS 
National News.
10. Contest shall be judged under the following levels and ages for all 3 categories:

a. Picasso Level - Ages 5, 6 & 7
b. Rembrandt Level - Ages 8, 9 & 10
c. Michelangelo Level - Ages 11, 12 & 13
d. Van Gogh Level - Ages 14, 15 & 16*

11. Prizes awarded in each level of every category shall be as follows:
a. First Place $50.00 
b. Second Place $25.00 
c. Third Place $15.00 

12. All entrants will receive a NSS Life T-shirt.
BE SURE TO FOLLOW THE RULES CAREFULLY SO YOU DO 

NOT LOSE POINTS IN THE JUDGING PROCESS 
Deadline for entries to the Home Office is May 31st. Either mail or deliver artwork
to: NSS Life, c/o Fraternal Department, 351 Valley Brook Road, McMurray PA
15317
Decisions of the judge(s) shall be final in all cases.      
*In the event the First place winner in the Artistic Category - Van Gogh Level either 
enters an accredited Art School or pursues Art as a career in college, he/she will be
awarded a one-time $250.00 Art Scholarship provided that the student meets all the
NSS PVR Scholarship rules and regulations.
**The National Elder of the National Slovak Society reserves the right to keep all
displays or winning entries. Artwork will only be returned by request.

�

May Art Contest
Just a Reminder - This year’s Greet-

ing Card Category is a “Graduation”
card. 
The Poster Category is “My Favorite

Summer Vacation”. The deadline is
May 31st, 2017.

Pam Blum
Fraternal Activities Coordinator

�

Ohio Fraternal Alliance
Scholarship Program
The Ohio Fraternal Alliance will 

award a $500 college scholarship to
three graduating high school seniors in
2017. Applicant must be an Ohio resi-
dent and a current member of a frater-
nal society belonging to the Ohio
Fraternal Congress. They also must be a
2017 high school graduate.

An application may be obtained from
The Ohio Fraternal Alliance website:
http:/www.ohiofc.org or Call Robert Tiell
(home) 419-595-2756 or (cell) 419-
934-0227 - Email: robertstiell@aol.com.

Peter V. Rovnianek
Scholarship Fund
The deadline for submitting applica-

tions for scholarship grants is MAY 1st,
2017. Applications can be obtained
from the Home Office or your local as-
sembly. Applications and all required
information is to be sent to: 
PVR SCHOLARSHIP DEPARTMENT,

351 Valley Brook Road, 
McMurray, PA. 15317-3337. 

Further information can be obtained
by calling Pam Blum at 724-731-0094 or
1-800-488-1890 or pblum@nsslife.org. 

Youth Circle Page
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DEADLINE FOR PUBLICATION
Please be advised that all articles, notices, etc.,
MUST BE received by the Home Office no later
than the 5th of the month. Every effort will be
made to publish the article and photos in a timely
manner and space permitting. Also, all articles
should be typewritten in regular type.

National Slovak Society
(USES 0371-140)
351 Valley Brook Road
McMurray, PA 15317-3337

Non-Profit Org.
U.S. Postage

PAID
Pittsburgh, PA

Permit No. 1166

Change of Address

Please use this form to register your change of
address for the National News and mail to the Home
Office. Upon receipt of this form completed in its
entirety, the staff will immediately implement the
change. Thank you.

Name

Assembly No.

New Address

City

State Zip

Former Address

City

State Zip

Recommender Information:

Name:

Phone:

Prospect Information:

Name:

Phone:

Address:

City: State Zip

Could you use a little extra “green?”
Recommender
As a proud member of NSS Life, there is no better time than now to share
your experience with family and friends. Best of all, you will receive a cash
reward for recommending someone that we issue a policy to. You will receive
a $25 recommender fee ($10 on the youth term product) for each person
that becomes a member.

Send form to Joe Elliott at the Home Office.
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