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October is National Breast Cancer Awareness Month
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This Month in National
Slovak Society History
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A program of memorial services

was held at the Bohemian National
Cemetery located in Chicago, Illinois
to honor Peter V. Rovnianek founder of
both the National Slovak Society and
the Zivena.
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The Pennsylvania Fraternal Congress

selected National Secretary-Treasurer
Paul M. Payerchin, Jr. as recipient of
the John Jordan Upchurch Award at
its annual meeting held in Philadel-
phia, Pennsylvania. The award is the
highest fraternal honor that can be
awarded by the Pennsylvania Fraternal
Congress.
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The National Assembly of the 

Society approved a “Matching Funds” 
appeal in support of those whose lives
were tragically affected by the terrorist
attacks on September 11, 2001.
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Margaret Pilosi, Honorary President

of the First Slovak Wreath of the Free
Eagle died. Margaret had served the
First Slovak Wreath of the Free Eagle
as Youth Director from 1970 to 1980
and as National President from 1980
to 1988.
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Honorary Director Vincent V. Jacko

died. Vince had served the Society as
a Director from 1967 to 1982. 
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My involvement with the National Slovak Society of the USA began over 43
years ago when John H Pankuch was the
President of the NSS. I was hired as 
Secretary to the Director of Agencies and
then promoted to Secretary to the NSS
Treasurer at the home office which was then
located at 516 Court Place in Pittsburgh, PA
behind the Carlton House. When the home
office moved to 2325 East Carson Street on
the Southside of Pittsburgh, I moved with it
and became the Secretary to then President
Joseph Stefka.

During this time my family began to grow
and my husband Kevin and I were blessed with three ‘very active’ boys; Kevin and
John (twins) and Shaun. In order to take care of my family I began working at the
NSS on a part time basis as office staff and then Editor of the Narodne Noviny.
Juggling family life and the NSS has been my pride and joy. I have met so many
wonderful people over the years. I have always looked forward to attending our Na-
tional Conventions to see old friends and make new ones.

I am very proud to see how the Narodne Noviny has grown over the years and
take pride in knowing that I have played an important part in its growth for the
members of the NSS.

Sam Tidaback Selected in the 21st Round by the
Chicago Cubs

National Slovak Society scholarship recipient
and University of North Georgia standout Sam
Tidaback was selected as the 644th overall pick
in the 2016 Major League Baseball Draft, going
to the Chicago Cubs in the 21st round. Tidaback
was one of just two catchers that the Cubs se-
lected in their 38 picks.

"We couldn't be happier for Sam to be drafted
by the Chicago Cubs organization," UNG head
coach Tom Cantrell said. "Sam made a tremen-
dous impact in his two years in Dahlonega and
we loved having him as part of our program.” 

Tidaback, a life-long Cub fan is a native of
Plainfield, Illinois and attended
Providence Catholic High

School where he was named All-Illinois Second Team in 2012.
At UNG, Tidaback was a two-time Peach Belt All-Conference
honoree and was earned NCBWA All-Region honors in his jun-
ior season.

The Illinois native capped off his collegiate career with his
best season as a Nighthawk, hitting a .341 clip with 15 dou-
bles, 11 home runs and 53 runs batted in. Tidaback sported
an impressive .417 on-base percentage and .990 fielding per-
centage. In the classroom Sam excelled as a Marketing Major with a 3.25 GPA.
Sam wanted to express his sincere thanks to the National Slovak Society for
their tremendous support. He is presently living in Eugene, Oregon playing for
the Chicago Cubs affiliate Eugene Emeralds. 
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Please be advised that all articles,

notices, etc., must be received by the
Home Office no later than the �@4�;2
@41�<>1/105:3�9;:@4. Every effort will
be made to publish the article in a
timely manner. Also, all articles
should be typewritten in regular type
and original photos submitted. Our
email address is: 5:2;�:??8521�;>3
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Youth Circle of National Slovak Society   • 351 Valley Brook Road, McMurray, PA 15317

Youth Circle Page

1st Place – Keats
My Favorite Things

By Anthony Cherevka - C108 - Age 6

My Favorite things,
Make me want to sing.
They are construction, 

police and fire,
I hope I’m the one they 

want to hire.
These toys keep me 

busy for hours,
Some of them give me

special powers.
I can’t wait to be grown 

up someday,
But, for now, I’ll just play!

1st Place – Angelou
Coral Reef

By Maya McDonnell - C617 - Age 9
Swish, swish and splash, splash
As I jump off the rocking boat

Into the cold, blue ocean
A gray shark glides 
through the water

Parrot fish crunch on coral
Barracudas shimmer in 

the clear ocean.
And Sergeant Majors move 

as one
As I hop back on to the boat
I think of all the colorful sea 

life below me.

First Place Winners of Poetry Contest

1st Place – Frost
The Lonely Flower

By Alexander Noble - C123 - Age 13

You may feel lonely but you are not
Because of family and friends.

They are always here there and around you.
That’s why they are there

Sometimes you are sad or mad
Talk to your family and friends.

Sometimes you may be mad at them
But remember in the end

Your family and friends will be there.

1st Place – Shakespeare

Of A Sister
By Elizabeth Ostrowski - C617 - Age 15

I know of a wisp who lives upstairs;
Some don’t realize she’s there.

You know that all is right
When with her whole being she sings

And takes walks in the twilight.
Her voice makes the trees ring

As she dances within and around
Her hair streaming with clover

And her elfin feet not making a sound.
But times come when she disappears.

Life becomes more gray,
For maybe a month, perhaps a year.

Time moves slower with each passing day.
But the moon is a reminder that though

Sadness and joy will ebb and flow
My beloved sister Josie

Will always return 
To me.
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DEADLINE FOR PUBLICATION
Please be advised that all articles, notices, etc.,
MUST BE received by the Home Office no later
than the 5th of the month. Every effort will be
made to publish the article and photos in a timely
manner and space permitting. Also, all articles
should be typewritten in regular type.

National Slovak Society
(USES 0371-140)
351 Valley Brook Road
McMurray, PA 15317-3337

Non-Profit Org.
U.S. Postage

PAID
Pittsburgh, PA

Permit No. 1166

Change of Address

Please use this form to register your change of 
address for the National News and mail to the Home
Office. Upon receipt of this form completed in its
entirety, the staff will immediately implement the
change. Thank you.

Name 

Assembly No. 

New Address 

City 

State Zip

Former Address

City

State Zip

Recommender Information:

Name:  

Phone:

Prospect Information:

Name:

Phone: 

Address:

City: State Zip 

Could you use a little extra “green?”
Recommender
As a proud member of NSS Life, there is no better time than now to share
your experience with family and friends. Best of all, you will receive a cash
reward for recommending someone that we issue a policy to. You will receive
a $25 recommender fee ($10 on the youth term product) for each person
that becomes a member. 

Send form to Joe Elliott at the Home Office.
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